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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 23

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SESSION, 1999

INTRODUCED BY

Patrick H. Lyons

A JOINT RESOLUTION

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF NEW

MEXICO TO ALLOW AN EXCEPTION TO THE REQUIREMENTS THAT ALL

ELECTIONS SHALL BE BY BALLOT AND THAT A CANDIDATE MUST RECEIVE

THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES FOR AN OFFICE TO BE ELECTED TO THAT

OFFICE.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO:

Section 1.  It is proposed to amend Article 7, Section 5 of the constitution of New

Mexico to read:

A.  Except as provided in Subsection B of this section, all elections shall be by

ballot, and the person who receives the highest number of votes for any office, except in the

cases of the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, shall be declared elected thereto.  The

joint candidates receiving the highest number of votes for the offices of governor and lieutenant

governor shall be declared elected to those offices.

B.  In the event that only one candidate has filed a declaration of candidacy for

each position to be filled in an election and no declared write-in candidates have filed for any
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position and there are no questions or issues on the ballot, the legislature may provide a method

of declaring candidates elected to office that does not require voting by the electorate."

Section 2.  The amendment proposed by this resolution shall be submitted to the people

for their approval or rejection at the next general election or at any special election prior to that

date which may be called for that purpose.

- 2 -
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     FORTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE

     FIRST SESSION, 1999

March 2, 1999

Mr. President:

Your RULES COMMITTEE, to whom has been referred

     SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 23

has had it under consideration and reports same with recommendation that it DO PASS, and

thence referred to the EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________

Gloria Howes, Co-Chair 
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Adopted_______________________ Not Adopted_______________________

          (Chief Clerk)                          (Chief Clerk)

                  Date ________________________

The roll call vote was  8  For  0  Against

Yes: 8

No: 0

Excused: None

Absent: None

SJR23RU1
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     FORTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE

     FIRST SESSION, 1999

March 10, 1999

Mr. President:

Your EDUCATION COMMITTEE, to whom has been referred

     SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 23

has had it under consideration and reports same with recommendation that it DO PASS,

amended as follows:

1. On page 1, line 20, insert an opening quotation mark before "A.".

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________

Cynthia Nava, Chairman 
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Adopted_______________________ Not Adopted_______________________

          (Chief Clerk)                          (Chief Clerk)

                  Date ________________________

The roll call vote was  7  For  0  Against

Yes: 7

No: 0

Excused: Adair, Boitano, Lopez

Absent: None

SJR23ED1
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