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HOUSE BILL 696

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SESSION, 1999
INTRODUCED BY

Judy Vanderstar Russell

AN ACT
RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES; REQUIRING SCHOOL BUSES TO HAVE

SAFETY BELTS; MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO:
Section 1. Section 66-3-874 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1963,
Chapter 30, Section 1) is amended to read:
""66-3-874. SAFETY BELTS REQUIRED.--

A. 1t 1s unlawful for any person to buy, sell,
lease, trade or transfer from or to New Mexico residents at
retail an automobile [whiteh] that is manufactured or assembled
commencing with the 1964 models unless the vehicle 1s equipped
with safety belts installed for use in the left front and
right front seats.

B. After January 1, 2000, a person shall not

operate on the highway or street a school bus manufactured on
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or after January 1, 1997 that is not equipped with a safety

belt for each permanent seat.

C. For the purposes of this section, ''school bus

means a motor vehicle that is designed to carry more than

eleven passengers in addition to the driver and that is used

for the purpose of transporting public school students to or

from public school or events related to public school. ™

Section 2. APPROPRIATION.--Six hundred forty-three
thousand dollars ($643,000) is appropriated from the general
fund to the state department of public education for
expenditure in fiscal year 2000 to install safety belts on
school buses. Any unexpended or unencumbered balance
remaining at the end of fiscal year 2000 shall revert to the

general fund.
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Mr. Speaker:
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FORTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST SESSION, 1999

February 25, 1999

Your CONSUMER AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE,

whom has been referred

HOUSE BILL 696

has had 1t under consideration and reports same with
recommendation that it DO PASS, and thence referred to the
APPROPRIATIONS & FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Respectfully submitted,

to

Patsy Trujillo Knauer,

Chairwoman
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FORTY- FOURTH LEG SLATURE
FI RST SESSI ON, 1999

AC/HB 696

Adopted Not Adopted

Page 4

(Chief Clerk)

Date

The roll call vote was _4 For _0 Against

Yes: 4
Fxcused: Hawkins, Vaughn, Vigil
Absent: None
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(Chief Clerk)
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