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SPONSOR Lopez 
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LAST UPDATED 
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 HB  

 
SHORT TITLE Grandparents Raising Grandchildren  SB 446 

 
 

ANALYST Chenier 
 

APPROPRIATION (dollars in thousands) 
 

Appropriation Recurring 
or Nonrecurring 

Fund 
Affected FY17 FY18 

 $200.0 Recurring General Fund 

 (Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases) 
 

Similar to appropriations in House Bill 2, and House Bill 107 
 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
LFC Files 
 
Responses Received From 
Aging and Long-Term Services Department (ALTSD) 
 
SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill  
 
Senate Bill 446 appropriates $200 thousand from the general fund to ALTSD to create a 
statewide network of services and supports to grandparents raising grandchildren, including 
general support services, parent training, support groups, case management, social activities, and 
enrichment activities for children.  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
The appropriation of $200 thousand contained in this bill is a recurring expense to the general 
fund. Any unexpended or unencumbered balance remaining at the end of FY18 shall revert to the 
general fund.  
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
In New Mexico, more than 54,000 grandparents report they are responsible for their 
grandchildren who are living with them. Children living with kinship caregivers experience 
fewer changes in living situations, are more likely to live with their siblings, have more positive 
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perceptions of their homes and exhibit fewer behavioral problems, than do children in foster 
care. The Aging & Long-Term Services Department contracts with Pegasus Legal Services for 
the provision of a guardianship legal helpline, education & outreach services and legal 
representation for kinship caregivers. 
 
There are several federal programs that may provide funding for grandparents raising 
grandchildren. (Attachment) 
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