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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill  
 
Senate Memorial 86 requests that members of the United States congress be urged to support 
legislation to cover the cost of coronary calcium scans in Medicare and Medicaid social health 
care programs 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
None noted. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
According to the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, a coronary calcium scan is most 
useful for people who are at moderate risk for heart attacks. One can calculate the 10-year risk 
using a Risk Assessment Tool from the National Cholesterol Education Program. 
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A coronary calcium scan is a test that looks for specks of calcium in the walls of the coronary 
heart arteries. These specks of calcium are called calcifications. Calcifications in the coronary 
arteries are an early sign of coronary heart disease (CHD). CHD is a disease in which a waxy 
substance called plaque builds up in the coronary arteries.  
 
People who are at moderate risk have a 10–20 percent chance of having a heart attack within the 
next 10 years. The coronary calcium scan may help doctors decide who within this group needs 
treatment. 
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