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Bill Summary:

The bill appropriates $350,000 from the General Fund to the Board of Regents of the University
of New Mexico (UNM) for expenditure in FY17. The appropriation will fund a pre-college
minority students program designed to increase knowledge and skills in science, technology,
engineering, art, mathematics, and health sciences. The minority students program is designed to
be ongoing that will provide summer camps for career exploration.

Fiscal Impact:

The bill appropriates $350,000 from the General Fund to the Board of Regents of UNM for
expenditure in FY17. Any unexpended or unencumbered balance remaining at the end of FY17
shall revert to the General Fund.

Substantive Issues:

According to a report commissioned by the National Action Council for Minorities in
Engineering, the underrepresentation of African-Americans in engineering begins in the
postsecondary education level. The STEM fields continue to attract low percentages of African-
Americans. In 2010, the share of African-American students enrolled in engineering programs
remained at 5.0 percent, even with new freshmen applications.

The minority students program encourages and enables under-represented students in
kindergarten through 12" grade to attain proficiency in mathematics and science and prepare
them to enroll and complete college with a science, math, engineering, or teaching degree and
career.



