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SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis of Bill 
 
Senate Memorial 54 recognizes the Mexican American Law Student Association for 43 years of 
exemplary service to the people of the state of New Mexico. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The bill notes that the Mexican American Law Student Association (MALSA) was founded in 
1970 at the University of New Mexico school of Law to encourage, promote and further the 
education of Latino law students.  
 
The bill continues that MALSA members have dedicated themselves to the service to the people 
of New Mexico, including the founding of El Central Legal, a legal services clinic for indigent 
members of community, which later became the UNM school of Law’s nationally ranked clinical 
law program. In 1996, MALSA founded the national Latina/o law student association, the 
leading organization of its kind in the nation today. 
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