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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
LFC Files 
 
Responses Received From 
Public Education Department (PED) 
 
SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis of Bill  
 
Senate Memorial 57 requests PED to encourage school boards to place more emphasis on 
Americanism and respect for our country and flag. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
PED notes that additional texts or other resources may be needed by districts to support 
Americanism. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The memorial reads that there has been a continuing decline in our nation's schools in the areas 
of Americanism and proper respect for the American flag. 



Senate Memorial 57 - Page 2 
 
The American legion supports continuing education in our nation's schools in the areas of 
Americanism and proper respect for the flag; 
 
PED provided the following: 
 

The criteria for public school students’ respect to the flag of the United States may need 
to be examined. 
 
An unintended outcome of the memorial might be to encourage English Language only 
or discrimination based on national origin or immigration status.  
 
Respect for the flag may raise issues regarding previous lawsuits brought by the 
American Civil Liberties Union.  The rights of students as United States citizens should 
be examined. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Secretary of PED may need to distribute information on Americanism topics and respect for 
the flag to districts within the state.      
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