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F I S C A L    I M P A C T    R E P O R T 
 

 
SPONSOR Ezzell 

ORIGINAL DATE  
LAST UPDATED 

02/09/09 
03/18/09 HB 594/aHJC/aSJC/aSFl#1 

 
SHORT TITLE Feral Hog Control SB  

 
 

ANALYST Woods 
 

APPROPRIATION (dollars in thousands) 
 

Appropriation  Recurring 
or Non-Rec 

Fund 
Affected 

FY09 FY10   

NFI NFI   
 (Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases) 
 
Duplicates SB504 
      
SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
LFC Files 
 
Responses Received From (amendment)  
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (DGF)   
 
No Responses Received From (amendment)  
New Mexico Livestock Board (NMLB)1  
 
SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis of SFl#1 Amendment 
 

Senate Floor Amendment 1 to HB594, as amended, strikes House Judiciary Amendment 2 which 
stated: 
 

On page 1, lines 23 and 24, strike "or operate" and insert in lieu thereof "for the purpose of 
operating". 

 
Senate Floor Amendment 1 adds no appropriation to the legislation.   

 
Synopsis of SJC Amendment 
 

Senate Judiciary Committee amendment to House Bill 594, as amended, strikes House Judiciary 
amendments 4 and 5 which stated:   
 
                                                      
1 Request for comment on the amendment sent on 2-17-09. 
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4. On page 2, line 6, strike the closing quotation mark. 
 
5. On page 2, between line 6 and 7, insert: "E. Nothing in this section shall prevent a 
person from possessing captured feral hogs in a secure enclosure for domestication or 
human consumption or from transporting captured feral hogs for slaughter or 
processing."". 

 
The SJC amendment adds no appropriation to the legislation.   
 

Synopsis of HJC Amendment 
 

House Judiciary Committee amendment to House Bill 594 edits Section 1.B. and 1.D. for 
clarification.  It also adds a new paragraph E. to this Section allowing the possession of live feral 
hogs in secure enclosures for domestication or consumption and allows transporting them to 
places of slaughter or processing.  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
DGF indicates none. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES: 
 
DGF indicates none. 
 
PERFORMANCE IMPLICATIONS 

 
DGF reiterates it statement in response to the original bill that “…the presence and potential 
increase in the number and distribution of feral hogs in New Mexico represent risks to wildlife 
including disease transmission, habitat degradation, and predation. Limiting these risks will 
better enable the Department to maintain or increase wildlife populations and associated 
recreational opportunities they provide.” 

 
Synopsis of Original Bill  

 
This legislation seeks to make it illegal to import or transport live feral hogs to or within New 
Mexico; or to hold for breeding, sell, or operate commercial feral hog hunting operations within 
New Mexico. 
 
There is no appropriation attached to this legislation. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
NMLB advises that the increase of the Feral Hogs in the United States has become a serious 
issue.  The increase in the population in New Mexico is having a significant impact on the 
farmers and ranchers due to their destructive nature. The agency adds that the health issues 
created in livestock by Feral Hogs include the following: 
 

Viral Diseases: Bovine herpesvirus, Classic swine fever (hog cholera), Coronaviral 
infections, Encephalomyocarditis, Foot and Mouth disease, Influenza, Louping-ill 
virus, Papillomavirus infections, Parainfluenza virus, Pestivirus infections, 
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Pseudorabies, Rabbit hermorrhaic disease, Rinderpest, San Miguel sea lion virus, 
Swinepos virus, Vesicular stomatitis 
 
Bacterial Diseases:  Anthrax, Brucellosis, Erysipelothrix infections, Helicobacter 
spp., Leptospirosis, Bovine tuberculosis,s Pasteurellosis, Plague, Salmonellosis, 
Yersiniosis 

 
PERFORMANCE IMPLICATIONS 

 
DGF notes that the presence and potential increase in the number and distribution of feral hogs in 
New Mexico represent risks to wildlife including disease transmission, habitat degradation, and 
predation. Limiting these risks will better enable the department to maintain or increase wildlife 
populations and associated recreational opportunities they provide. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
 
DGF states: “Feral hogs are not classified as a game species thus the department does not 
regulate, manage, or enforce the hunting of these populations.”  

  
CONFLICT, DUPLICATION, COMPANIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP 
 
SB504 (Duplicate)   
 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
 
None noted by respondents. 
 

ALTERNATIVES 
 
NMLB states: “No economically reasonable alternatives to this type of law is known.” 
 
WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THIS BILL 
 
DGF indicates that the department will continue to be concerned about the presence and potential 
increase in the number and distribution of feral hogs in New Mexico and the associated risks to 
wildlife of disease transmission, habitat degradation, and predation. 
 
NMLB adds that potentially unmanageable increase in the population in an ecologically and 
economically animal that also can carry threats to livestock health.  

 
AMENDMENTS  
 
None suggested by respondents.  
 
BW/svb                              


