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SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis of HVEC Amendment 
 
The House Voters and Elections amendment clarifies the wording in the HEC amendment. The 
amendment also allows law students attending law schools other than the University of New 
Mexico to participate in the loan program. 
 

Synopsis of HEC Amendment 
 
The House Education Committee amendment clarifies the wording in the resolution to specify 
that the students who receive loans are required to gain employment with the State of New Mex-
ico to serve in a legal capacity involving a governmental agency, non-profit organization or a 
discount legal service capacity for the benefit of low income people for a specified number of 
years. This will be required after the student has graduated from law school and been admitted to 
the New Mexico Bar. 

 
Synopsis of Original Bill 

 
House Joint Resolution 13 proposed to amend Article 9 of the New Mexico Constitution and 
give New Mexico the right to establish a loan program for students at the University of New 
Mexico Law School. The loan program will cover educational expenses for residents of the State 
who, after graduation, contract with the state to practice law for the public good for a specified 
number of years. 
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Significant Issues 
  
• Provides an incentive for New Mexico law students to work for the public sector of New 

Mexico. 
 
• Helps keep New Mexico law students in the state of New Mexico. Many law students leave 

the State to gain experience.  This provides a mechanism for law students to gain experience 
while at the same time helping those in need. 

 
• Supports and promotes diligence and excellence in advocacy and jurisprudence in the public 

sector of New Mexico. 
 
• Helps protect the rights of individuals, preserve the jury system, enhance trial practice, en-

sure access to the courts, advance the interests of innocent parties, and maintain judicial in-
tegrity and independence in the state of New Mexico. 

 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Secretary of State notes it will cost $40 thousand for this constitutional amendment. 
 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
 
The language in this resolution may be too broad. Suggest changing page 3, line 4 to read “…in 
return for the payment of educational expenses, after graduation, students will be required to 
contract with the State of New Mexico to serve in a legal capacity involving a governmental 
agency, non-profit organization, or a discount legal service capacity for the benefit of low in-
come people for a specified number of years”. 
 
POSSIBLE QUESTIONS 
 
What happens in the cases of those who are loaned money, but do not graduate or pass the bar? 
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