
     FORTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE HB 304/a
SECOND SESSION, 2004

February 17, 2004

Madam President:

Your EDUCATION COMMITTEE, to whom has been referred

       HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
     HOUSE BILL 304, as amended

has had it under consideration and reports same with recommendation
that it DO PASS, amended as follows:

1.  Strike House Appropriations and Finance Committee
Amendments 2 and 3.

2.  Strike all senate education committee amendments.

3.  On page 1, line 11, strike "THREE-TIERED".

4.  On page 1, line 19, strike "THREE-TIERED".

5.  On page 1, strike lines 21 through 25, strike pages 2
through 5 and insert in lieu thereof:

"A.  All persons who perform services as educational
assistants in public schools or in those special state-supported
schools within state agencies must hold valid, educational
assistants licensure issued by the public education department. 
Educational assistants shall be assigned, and serve as assistants,
to school staff duly licensed by the public education department. 
While there may be brief periods when educational assistants are
alone with and in control of a classroom of students, their primary
use shall be to work alongside or under the direct supervision of
duly licensed staff.

B.  The public education department will, through
appropriate rules, institute a licensure system for educational
assistants.  The highest level of license must ensure that
educational assistants who hold that level of licensure meet the
standard for paraprofessionals established in federal statute and
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regulation for employment in a Title 1 program.  Educational
assistants hired on or after January 8, 2002, who provide
instructional support in a Title 1 program, must meet the
qualifications for the highest level of licensure on the effective
date of this statute. Paraprofessionals hired prior to
January 8, 2002, must meet the qualifications for the highest level
of licensure by January 8, 2006.

C.  The minimum annual salary for licensed educational
assistants shall be twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) effective in
the 2004-2005 school year.

D.  The minimum salaries specified in Subsection C of this
section may be adjusted in accordance with appropriations for that
purpose in each school year as established by the secretary of
public education. 

E.  School districts shall initiate the implementation of a
career salary framework that supports the licensure system in public
education department rules in fiscal year 2005."".
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Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________
Cynthia Nava, Chairman

Adopted_______________________ Not Adopted_______________________
          (Chief Clerk)                          (Chief Clerk)

                  Date ________________________

The roll call vote was  9 For  0  Against
Yes:  9
No:  0
Excused:  None
Absent:  None
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