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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 11

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

I NTRODUCED BY
Mary Kay Papen

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE COWM SSI ON ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON TO STUDY THE
FEASI Bl LI TY OF REQUI Rl NG ELEMENTARY EDUCATI ON MAJORS TO M NOR
IN THE TEACH NG OF READI NG

VWHEREAS, i nproving reading proficiency in New Mexico has
been a legislative priority since 2000; and

WHEREAS, studi es show that children who cannot recognize
their names in witing before they start kindergarten are
al ready behind in learning to read; and

VWHEREAS, reading is inextricably tied to educati onal
success or failure, and the inability to read affects the
student dropout rate and many of the social problens that go
al ong with students droppi ng out of school and not achi eving
their potential; and

WHEREAS, studi es show that children, youth and adults who
cannot read are di sadvantaged in conpeting for jobs in today's
hi gh technol ogy work force, cannot make intelligent consumner
choi ces and cannot participate fully as citizens; and

VWHEREAS, while teacher preparation prograns offer three
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to nine credit hours in reading for teacher certification,
sone of these hours may not enphasi ze basic reading skills or

i ncorporate the nost recent research or necessary know edge to
teach readi ng; and

WHEREAS, research indicates that sonme elenentary | evel
teacher preparation prograns in other states that include the
requirement of a mnor in the teaching of reading are
denmonstrating i nproved student readi ng achi evenent;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the comm ssion on higher education,
in collaboration with the state departnent of public
education, be requested to study the feasibility of
instituting a mnor in the teaching of reading as a
requi rement for granting teacher certification in elenmentary
educati on; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the conmm ssion on higher
education report to the legislative education study commttee
by August 2002; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the conm ssion on higher education and the
director of the |egislative education study comrittee for

appropriate distribution.
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