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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 10

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

| NTRODUCED BY
Cynthia L. Nava

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND THE COVM SSI ON ON
H GHER EDUCATI ON TO ESTABLI SH A PRESCHOOL THROUGH POST-
SECONDARY EDUCATI ON ADVI SORY COUNCI L TO DEVELOP A PLAN FOR AN
| NTEGRATED PRESCHOOL THROUGH POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ON SYSTEM

WHEREAS, t hroughout the country, individual states and
| ocal conmunities are | ooking for ways to i nprove student
performance and access to college by creating a "seam ess
system of education” in which all |evels of education
coordi nate, comruni cate and educate as one system comonly
called P-16 initiatives; and

WHEREAS, several states have initiated a voluntary and
cooperative relationship between state boards of education and
hi gher educati on systens that are seen as the success behind
these initiatives; and

VHEREAS, New Mexico's major priorities for education are
i nprovi ng student achi evenent and having a qualified teacher
in every classroom and

WHEREAS, research indicates that an effective way of
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ensuring student learning is through an educati on systemthat
begins in early chil dhood and ends with conpletion of college
or success in the work force, and pronotes access,
accountability and lifelong | earning opportunities for
children and adults; and

WHEREAS, the teacher education accountability council
establ i shed by the comm ssion on higher education and the
state board of education as a result of a three-year federa
grant for teacher quality enhancenent in New Mexico, has taken
a leadership role in this collaboration and it would be
beneficial that the council continue after federal funding
ends; and

WHEREAS, the teacher education accountability counci
could serve as a conduit to bring educators fromall education
| evel s, businesses and conmunity nmenbers together to create
agreed-upon core learning goals to raise the bar of acadenic
achi evenent for all students at all levels and inprove New
Mexi co' s educati onal system

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that it recogni ze the teacher education
accountability council as New Mexico's preschool through post-
secondary education advisory council to provide guidance in
the creation of aligned policy between public schools and
hi gher education so that all students conplete high schoo
prepared to succeed i n post-secondary education or the work
pl ace; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that this council include wthin
its nmenbership community nenbers and representatives fromthe

public schools, two- and four-year institutions of higher
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educati on and busi nesses; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the conmm ssion on higher
educati on and the state departnent of public education devel op
a plan for the advisory council that requires the alignnent of
this work to be guided by the follow ng | ong-term goal s:

A. inprove the achievenment of New Mexico students
at all levels of education, preschool through post-secondary
pr ogr ans;

B. upgrade teacher preparation prograns through
recruitment, preparation and professional devel opnent
activities that are responsive to the objective of ensuring a
quality teacher in every classroomfor every student;

C. close the gaps in K-12 achievenment and in
access to post-secondary educati on between students from
majority and mnority groups and between students from high-
and | ow i nconme groups;

D. focus the simnultaneous reform of schools and
teacher education on practices to bring preschool through
post -secondary students from di verse groups to high | evels of
achi evenent ;

E. elimnate the barriers and redundancy between
school s and post-secondary institutions by aligning high
school exit standards with coll ege adm ssions standards so
that high school graduates will be well prepared for college-
| evel work and can nove snoothly to the next |evel w thout
requiring remediation; and

F. ensure that every adult and child in New Mexico
is provided with opportunities to develop literacy; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state board of education
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and the commi ssion on higher education be requested to
establish an integrated preschool through post-secondary
education data system as part of this planning effort, to
provide the data informati on necessary to follow and assess
student progress in achieving identified goals; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the conmm ssion on higher
education, the state board of education and the advisory
council submit their plan and any reconmmendati ons deened
necessary for legislation to the |egislative education study
comrittee each year by November 1; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the executive director of the comm ssion on
hi gher education, the president of the state board of
education and the director of the |legislative education study
committee for appropriate distribution.
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