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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 9

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

I NTRODUCED BY
Mary Kay Papen

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO STUDY THE
FEASI Bl LI TY OF ESTABLI SHI NG A NEW LI CENSI NG STRUCTURE FOR
SCHOOL ADM NI STRATCRS.

VWHEREAS, New Mexico is facing an inpendi ng shortage of
qualified persons capable of filling vacant principa
positions due to retirenents, job dissatisfaction, |ack of
qualified candi dates, increased job expectations and
conpensation that is not cormmensurate with job
responsibilities; and

VWHEREAS, educational research has established that the
role of the principal has changed significantly over the past
two decades; fromthe primary role as buil ding manager to
today's role of principal as instructional |eader; and

VWHEREAS, school s nust have principal s capabl e of |eading
staff and students in providing the best possible education
for all students; and

VWHEREAS, school boards and ot her policynmakers shoul d

beconme nore innovative in the way they structure schoo
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| eadershi p and provi de school principals with the authority to
adequately neet the demands placed on them and

VWHEREAS, the need to have principals and adm ni strators
who are qualified to | ead schools and i nprove student
achi evenent is essential for highly successful schools; and

VWHEREAS, sone schools are experinmenting wth changi ng
their adm nistrative structures, such as conbining the duties
and el ements of assistant principal or principal positions
with the duties and el enments of school counselor into one
position to better address student needs and reduce the
student-to-adult adm nistrator ratio, which has resulted in
positive changes in schools and school districts that have
i npl emented such reforns; and

VWHEREAS, the current |icense structure for school
adm ni strators has not been changed since the early 1980s and
does not allow for distinctions to be nade between
superintendents, principals and other adm nistrators, nor does
it make all owances for schools to restructure the manner by
whi ch they provide | eadership;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state board of education study
the feasibility of establishing a new |icense structure for
school adm nistrators that nmakes distinctions between
superintendents, principals and other adm nistrators and
provides flexibility so that schools nay be able to reorgani ze
their adm nistrative structure with alternate nodels to better
meet the needs of their schools and students; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the state board of education

report its findings and recomrendations to the |egislative
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educati on study conm ttee by Novenber 1, 2002; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the superintendent of public instruction and
the director of the legislative education study conmttee for

appropriate distribution.
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