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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002
| NTRODUCED BY

Ben D. Altani rano

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO CREATE A TASK FORCE TO
DEVELOP A PLAN TO | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM OF EDUCATI ON, AWARENESS
AND SUPPORT GROUPS CONCERNI NG THE | SSUE OF PROSTATE CANCER

VHEREAS, approxi mately one thousand two hundred New
Mexico men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer each year
and

VWHEREAS, nearly two hundred New Mexico nmen will die every
year fromthis disease; and

VWHEREAS, the risk of being diagnosed with prostate cancer
i s highest among the ol der adult mal e popul ati on; and

VWHEREAS, twenty-five-year tinme trends provided by the New
Mexi co tunmor registry show a pattern of rising incidence of
and nortality due to prostate cancer; and

VWHEREAS, prostate cancer is second only to |lung cancer as
t he nmost common cancer killer of nen; and

VWHEREAS, efforts toward educati on of New Mexi co nen about
prostate cancer and support for the men in this state with the

di sease are in their infancy;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the departnent of health be requested
to create a task force that includes representatives fromthe
Ameri can cancer society and the prostate cancer support
associ ati on of New Mexico, health care practitioners and
others to develop a plan to inplenent a program of educati on,
awar eness and support groups concerning the issue of prostate
cancer in New Mexico; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force present its
pl an and reconmendati ons to the appropriate |egislative
committee by October 2002; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this nenorial be
transmtted to the departnment of health.
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