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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 7

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

| NTRODUCED BY
Patrick H. Lyons

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE NEW MEXI CO LEG SLATI VE COUNCI L TO DI RECT THE
APPROPRI ATE COWM TTEE TO REVI EW GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT | SSUES
ON THE EASTERN PLAI NS

VWHEREAS, the Ogallala aquifer is the single source of
wat er for donestic, agricultural, commercial and industri al
users on the eastern plains of New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, the Ogallala aquifer is being mned throughout
the eight states where it is |ocated, and w thdrawal s are
exceedi ng the natural recharge of ground water in that region;
and

VWHEREAS, the March 1999 state engineer's technical report
99-2 says "concentrated punping in Curry and Roosevelt
counties in New Mexico as well as Bailey county in Texas w |l
de-water |arge portions of the nbst productive areas of the
basin as early as the year 2010"; and

WHEREAS, technical report 99-2 also states "Parts of the
basi n where the remai ning 1990 saturated thickness is |ess

than 50 feet will not sustain continued punpi ng beyond the
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year ... 2010"; and

VWHEREAS, popul ation growth is accelerating the rate of
depletion of the water reserves and exacerbating water quality
probl ens; and

WHEREAS, the cost of additional water systens is
prohi bitively expensive and requires enhanced conservation of
avai |l abl e water supplies;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the New Mexico | egislative council be
requested to direct the appropriate commttee to review ground
wat er managenent issues in the eastern plains of New Mexico;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state engineer and the
departnent of environnment be requested to cooperate with the
appropriate comrittee by submtting testinony and rel evant
docunentation on the supply and quality of ground water in the
eastern plains of New Mexico; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to nmenbers of the New Mexico |egislative council
the state engi neer and the secretary of environnment.
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