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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of SRC Amendment 
 
The Senate Rules Committee Amendment requests the study committee to also “assess the opera-
tions, services and eligibility of existing health programs and options to enhance the utilization of 
public resources to further the state health policy” pursuant to current law.  
 
     Synopsis of Original Bill 
 
Senate Joint Memorial 42 directs the legislative health sub-committee or appropriate interim com-
mittee to study and assess the reorganization of state agencies and their responsibilities relating to 
the administration, funding and delivery of health care.  The findings must be presented to the Leg-
islative Health and Human Services Committee and the Legislative Finance Committee by October 
1, 2002.  

 
     Significant Issues 
 
 Medical inflation continues to outpace general inflation both nationally and statewide. 
 
The state expends a considerable portion of its annual budget on health care programs. 
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The state has fallen short of its statutory policy "to promote optimal health, to prevent disease, dis-
ability and premature death, to improve the quality of life to assure that basic health services are 
available, accessible, acceptable and culturally appropriate, regardless of financial status". 
 
Various interim and statutory committees have expressed concern about the state's financial ac-
countability and statutory and regulatory compliance with federal and state health programs. 
 
Advocates for health care consumers, disabled and elderly persons, children, poor families and 
other disenfranchised populations have similarly expressed concerns about the administration of 
federal and state health care programs. 
 
The administration of health care programs has become increasingly complex and expensive.  
 
Numerous states have reorganized their executive departments responsible for providing health care 
and related human needs services to ensure appropriate and accountable oversight of state expendi-
tures. 
 
New Mexico needs a clear delineation of fiscal and policy responsibilities for health care adminis-
tered, funded and delivered by the state.  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The legislative and executive agencies involved in this study will have to it with existing resources. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The legislative and executive agencies involved in this study will have to utilize existing staff and 
resources 
 
RELATIONSHIP 
 
Relates to: 
 SJM 5, State Government Organization Study 
 SJM 21, Cabinet Level Department for Medicaid 
 HJM 8, State Government Organizational Study 
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