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SPONSOR: Pinto 

 
DATE TYPED:  02/04/02 

 
HB  

 
SHORT TITLE: Crownpoint Domestic Violence Services 

 
SB 426 

 
 
ANALYST: Weber 

 
APPROPRIATION 

 

Appropriation Contained Estimated Additional Impact Recurring 
or Non-Rec 

Fund 
Affected 

FY02 FY03 FY02 FY03   

 200.0   Recurring General 

      
(Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases) 
 
Relates to HB-144, SB-49, HB-243. SB-14   
 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 
Health Policy Commission 
 
SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill 
 
Senate Bill 426 appropriates $200.0 from the general fund to the Office of Indian Affairs for the 
purpose of addressing domestic violence issues in the communities of Crownpoint and Shiprock. 
 
     Significant Issues 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The appropriation of $200.0 contained in this bill is a recurring expense to the general fund. Any 
unexpended or unencumbered balance remaining at the end of fiscal year 2003 shall revert to the 
general fund. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Office of Indian Affairs should be able to administer this appropriation without additional staff 
or funding.  
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RELATIONSHIP 
 
HB144 – Twelve Hour Hold Following Arrest, an appropriation to prevent domestic violence, pro-
vide education, victim protection and create an offender treatment fund. 
S-49-Appropriation for domestic violence shelters and programs. 
HB243-Appropriation for domestic violence shelters and programs. 
SB140-Tribal-State judicial co-operation; appropriation to go partly in domestic violence preven-
tion and education.  
 
OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
 
Domestic violence is a national concern, affecting thousands of families. 
 
Poverty, unemployment, hunger, substance abuse, and low self-esteem are all possible triggers to 
domestic violence. 
 
According to National Institute of Health research: 
� American Indian women are more than twice as likely to be raped by a domestic partner.  
� Nearly 38% of all American Indian women, and 12% of American Indian men, reported being 

victims of domestic violence.  
� Unemployment on Native American reservations hovers at 37% nationally, with some reserva-

tions reporting over 70%. Those jobs that are available are mostly in the service industry, with 
little chance of career growth.  

� Alcohol abuse runs rampant through the reservations, with effective programs losing funding 
just as soon as they begin to show progress.  

 
Other research shows: 
� 15.5% of American Indian couples sampled reported violence in their relationship, and 7.2% 

reported severe violence (National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 
(www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/natamer.html). 

� Native Americans often perceive that their lifestyles and issues are not well-understood by non-
natives.  Consideration should be given to provide culturally-sensitive and appropriate informa-
tion, and to utilize culturally-sensitive and aware counselors and health care providers (El Inde-
pendiente Newsletter on the Web). 

� In reviewing the Indian Health Service budget assigned for mental health care, from which do-
mestic violence services are drawn, Nelson et al. (1992) concluded that the funding was only 
half of that required to provide an even minimal level of care.  
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