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SHORT TITLE: Middle School Teacher Training SB 20
ANALYST: L. Baca

APPROPRI ATl ON

Appropriation Contained Estimated Additional Impact |Recurring Fund
or Non-Rec Affected

FY02 FYO03 FY02 FYO03

$260.0 | Recurring General Fund

(Parenthesis () Indicate Expenditure Decreases)_

SOURCES OF | NFORVATI ON

New Mexi co Department of Educati on ( NVSDE)
New Mexi co Conm ssion on Hi gher Education (NMCHE)

SUMVARY

Synopsi s of Bil

Senate Bill 20 appropriates $260.0 fromthe general fund to the
Board of Regents of Northern New Mexico State School (Community
Coll ege) (NNMCC). Using these funds, NNMCC will provide a program
that trains mddle school teachers to inprove their skills, techni-
cal know edge and teaching techni ques in science, mathematics and
technol ogy so those teachers nay be better prepared to teach m nor-
ity students in those subjects.

Si gni fi cant | ssues

This legislation is designed to inprove | earning opportunities for
mnority m ddl e school students by increasing teacher effective-
ness.

According to the NVSDE, research conducted by the Nation and Asso-
ciation of Mddle Schools shows that m ddl e school teachers make a
consci ous decision to work with young adol escents and need conti nu-
ous professional devel opnent.
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The NMSDE anal ysis states “Funding will provide devel oprment ex-
periences that are based on the successful M ddl e School Acadeny
nodel. This nodel is being inplenmented in several sites in North-
ern New Mexi co and has been evaluated externally. Prelimnary re-
sults show that teaching practices have changed to neet the | earn-
i ng needs of mddle school minority students nore effectively. The
nodel addresses the educational needs of minority students in the
areas of learning styles, non-traditional assessnment nethods, con-
tent performance-based educati on and technol ogy integration in the
| earni ng process.”

FI SCAL | MPLI CATI ONS

The appropriation of $260.0 fromthe general fund contained in this
bill is a recurring expense to the general fund. Any unexpended or
unencunber ed bal ance remaining at the end of fiscal year 2003 shal
revert to the general fund.

ADM NI STRATI VE | MPLI CATI ONS

No significant inplications for SDE or the Comm ssion on H gher
Educat i on.

PERFORMANCE | MPLI CATI ONS

The | egi slation supports the NVSBDE s Perfornmance Measures to pro-
vide quality teachers through the use of professional devel opnent

OTHER SUBSTANTI VE | SSUES

The following is provided for information only. It is not intended
as a commentary on the nerits of the program project:

This request for funding was not included in its budget re-
guest by the NWVSU Board of Regents. Thus, the Conm ssion on
Hi gher Education did not recomrend funding for this program

POSSI BLE QUESTI ONS

1. I n which school districts is the m ddle school training node
currently being inpl enented?

2 What evidence can be cited that reflects inproved student
|l earning as a result of the training provided?

3. Can the source funding the current training be used to provide
training for teachers in other m ddl e school s?

4 | s the funding requested intended to continue to provide pro-
f essi onal devel opnent for m ddl e school districts in Northern
New Mexi co?
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