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SENATE BI LL 94

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

| NTRODUCED BY
Lidio G Rainal di

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO COURTS; | NCREASI NG THE NUMBER OF MAGQ STRATE JUDGES
I N CHAVES AND SAN JUAN MAGQ STRATE DI STRI CTS; PROVI DI NG FOR
ADDI TI ONAL DI STRI CT ATTORNEY AND PUBLI C DEFENDER NEEDS DUE TO
I NCREASED JUDGESHI PS; MAKI NG APPROPRI ATI ONS; DECLARI NG AN
EMERGENCY.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 35-1-6 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1968,
Chapter 62, Section 8, as amended) is amended to read:
"35-1-6. MAG STRATE COURT- - CHAVES DI STRI CT. - -
A. There shall be [twe] three magistrates in
Chaves magi strate district, divisions 1, [and] 2 and 3
operating as a single court in Roswell.

B. Magi strate judges shall not be elected at | arge

fromthe district, but shall be elected by the voters of the

division for which the nagistrate sits. Magi strate judges

shall reside in their division and have districtw de

jurisdiction. The conposition of the divisions for elections

and resi dency purposes is:
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(1) division 1 is conmposed of Chaves county
precincts 14 through 16, 25, 51, 52, 62, 63, 71, 73, 91 and
101 t hrough 104;

(2) division 2 is conmposed of Chaves county
precincts 21, 22, 24, 31 through 35, 61, 72, 81 through 85,
90, 92 and 93; and

(3) division 3 is composed of Chaves county
precincts 1 through 7, 9 through 13, 23, 36 and 41 through
43."

Section 2. Section 35-1-27 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1968,
Chapter 62, Section 29, as anended) is anended to read:

"35-1-27. MAG STRATE COURT-- SAN JUAN DI STRI CT ELECTI ON
DI VI SI ON PRECI NCTS. - -

A. There shall be [feur] five magistrate divisions
in San Juan nagi strate district, each division having its own
magi strate. Divisions 1 and 4 shall operate as a single court
in Aztec and divisions 2, [and] 3 and 5 shall operate as a
single court in Farm ngton.

B. Magistrate judges shall not be elected at |arge
fromthe district, but shall be elected by the voters of the
division for which the nmagistrate sits. Magistrate judges nmay
resi de anywhere within the nagistrate district and shall have
districtwide jurisdiction. The conmposition of the divisions
for elections purposes is:

(1) division 1 is conposed of San Juan county

preci ncts [4+—59through—+0—and—~72through—76] 1 through 10,
13 through 16 and 18;

(2) division 2 is conposed of San Juan county

precincts [2through—4—8through—14—318—28through-—3t—-and
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82] 56, 57, 70 through 72, 79 and 81 through 86;

(3) division 3 is conposed of San Juan county

preci ncts [20—through—2/—40—through—46—49—5+—52antd—54-
and] 59 through 69 and 73 through 76;

(4) division 4 is conposed of San Juan county

preci ncts [+H—5—threugh—F+—315—316—19—53—55-through-—58—F1
795—8t—-and—83—through—86] 20, 22 through 25, 40 through 47 and

49; and

(5) division 5 is composed of San Juan county

precincts 11, 12, 19, 21, 26 through 31, 51 through 55 and
58."

Section 3. TEMPORARY PROVI SI ON- - MAG STRATE JUDGES- -
APPO NTMENT AND ELECTI ON. - - The additi onal Chaves and San Juan
magi strate divisions provided for in this act shall be filled
by appoi ntnent by the governor. The appointed nagi strates
shall serve until succeeded by magi strates el ected at the
general election in 2002. The elected magi strates' terns of
of fice shall begin on January 1, 2003.

Section 4. APPROPRI ATI ONS. - -

A. The follow ng anounts are appropriated fromthe
general fund to the foll ow ng agencies for expenditure in
fiscal years 2002 and 2003 for costs associated with the
addi ti onal magistrate judge in Chaves magistrate district:

(1) ninety-nine thousand one hundred ten
dollars ($99,110) to the adm nistrative office of the courts
to provide sal aries and benefits and furniture, supplies and
equi prent for one additional magistrate in the Chaves
magi strate district;

(2) seventy-eight thousand six hundred sixty-
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five dollars ($78,665) to the fifth judicial district attorney
to provide sal aries and benefits and furniture, supplies and
equi prent for additional staff due to the increased workl oad
in the Chaves magi strate court; and

(3) ninety-eight thousand dollars ($98, 000)
to the public defender departnent to provide sal aries and
benefits and furniture, supplies and equi pnent for additiona
publ i c defender attorneys and support staff and to provide for
costs of contract and conflict counsel due to the increased
wor kl oad in the Chaves magi strate court.

B. The follow ng anounts are appropriated fromthe
general fund to the foll ow ng agencies for expenditure in
fiscal years 2002 and 2003 for costs associated with the
addi tional magistrate judge in San Juan magistrate district:

(1) ninety-nine thousand one hundred ten
dollars ($99,110) to the adm nistrative office of the courts
to provide sal aries and benefits and furniture, supplies and
equi pnment for one additional magistrate in the San Juan
magi strate district;

(2) seventy-eight thousand six hundred sixty-
five dollars ($78,665) to the eleventh judicial district
attorney to provide salaries and benefits and furniture,
suppl i es and equi prent for additional staff due to the
i ncreased workload in the San Juan magi strate court; and

(3) one hundred thousand dollars ($100, 000)
to the public defender departnent to provide sal aries and
benefits and furniture, supplies and equi pnent for additiona
publ i c defender attorneys and support staff and to provide for

costs of contract and conflict counsel due to the increased
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wor kl oad in the San Juan nmagi strate court.
C. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance
remai ning fromany of the appropriations in this section at
the end of fiscal year 2003 shall revert to the general fund.
Section 5. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i mredi at el y.
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