CHAPTER 5
CHAPTER 5, LAWS 2002

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C ASSI STANCE;, AMENDI NG THE NEW MEXI CO WORKS
ACT TO PROVI DE CERTAI N BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES TO CONVI CTED
DRUG OFFENDERS

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1. Section 27-2B-11 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1998, Chapter 8, Section 11 and Laws 1998, Chapter 9,
Section 11, as anended by Laws 2001, Chapter 295, Section 6
and by Laws 2001, Chapter 326, Section 6) is anmended to
read:

"27-2B-11. I NELIGBILITY.--

A. The followng are ineligible to be nenbers of
a benefit group:

(1) an inmate or patient of a nonnedical
institution;

(2) a person who, in the two years preceding
application, assigned or transferred real property unless
he:

(a) received or receives a reasonable
return;

(b) attenpted to or attenpts to receive
a reasonable return; or

(c) attenpted to or attenpts to regain
title to the real property;

(3) a mnor unmarried parent who has not
successfully conpleted a high school education and who has a
child at | east twelve weeks of age in his care unless the
m nor unmarried parent:

(a) participates in educational
activities directed toward the attai nnent of a high school
di pl oma or its equival ent; or

(b) participates in an alternative
educational or training programthat has been approved by
t he departnent;

(4) a mnor unmarried parent who is not
residing in a place of residence maintained by his parent,
| egal guardian or other adult relative unless the



depart nment:

(a) refers or locates the m nor
unmarried parent to a second-chance home, maternity honme or
ot her appropriate adult-supervised supportive living
arrangenent, taking into account the needs and concerns of
the m nor unmarried parent;

(b) determnes that the m nor unmarried
parent has no parent, |egal guardian or other appropriate
adult relative who is living or whose whereabouts are known;

(c) determines that a mnor unnmarried
parent is not allowed to live in the hone of a living
parent, |egal guardian or other appropriate adult relative;

(d) determnes that the m nor unmarried
parent is or has been subjected to serious physical or
enotional harm sexual abuse or exploitation in the home of
t he parent, |egal guardian or other appropriate adult
rel ative

(e) finds that substantial evidence
exists of an act or a failure to act that presents an
i mmnent or serious harmto the mnor unmarried parent and
the child of the mnor unmarried parent if they live in the
sanme residence with the parent, |egal guardi an or other
appropriate adult relative; or

(f) determnes that it is in the best
interest of the unmarried mnor parent to waive this
requirenent;

(5 a mnor child who has been absent or is
expected to be absent fromthe home for forty-five days;

(6) a person who does not provide a soci al
security nunmber or who refuses to apply for one;

(7) a person who is not a resident of
New Mexi co;

(8) a person who fraudulently m srepresented
residency to receive assistance in two or nore states
si mul t aneously except that such person shall be ineligible
only for ten years;

(9) a person who is a fleeing felon or a
probati on and parol e viol ator;



(10) a person concurrently receiving
suppl enental security incone, tribal tenporary assistance
for needy famlies or bureau of Indian affairs general
assi stance; and

(11) wunless he denonstrates good cause, a
parent who does not assist the departnment in establishing
paternity or obtaining child support or who does not assign
support rights to New Mexico as required pursuant to the
federal act.

B. For the purposes of this section, "second-
chance honme" neans an entity that provides a supportive and
supervi sed living arrangenent to a mnor unmarried parent
where the mnor unmarried parent is required to |earn
parenting skills, including child devel opnent, famly
budgeti ng, health and nutrition and other skills to pronote
| ong-term econom ¢ i ndependence and the well-being of
chi | dren.

C. Pursuant to the authorization provided to the
states in the Personal Responsibility and Wrk Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, 21 U S.C Section 862a(d)(1)(A),
New Mexico elects to exenpt all persons domiciled in the
state fromapplication of 21 U S.C. Section 862a(a)."

SENATE BI LL 129, AS AMENDED



