CHAPTER 61
CHAPTER 61, LAWS 2002

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO ELECTI ONS; AUTHORI ZI NG AT- LARGE ELECTI ONS OF
COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS WHO RESI DE | N COUNTY COWM SSI ON
DI STRICTS I N H CLASS COUNTI ES AND | N COUNTI ES HAVI NG A
POPULATI ON OF FEWER THAN 13, 000, WTH A THREE- MEMBER BQARD
OF COUNTY COW SSI ONERS; AMENDI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NMVSA 1978.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1. Section 4-38-2 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1876,
Chapter 1, Section 8, as anmended) is anended to read:

"4-38-2. MEMBERS- - QUORUM - -

A.  The board of county conm ssioners shal
consist of either three or five qualified electors who shal
be el ected according to law. For a three-nenber board, two
menbers constitute a quorum for the purpose of transacting
busi ness. For a five-nenber board, three nenbers constitute
a quorum for the purpose of transacting business.

B. The board of county conm ssioners of any
county having a popul ation of nore than one hundred
t housand, as shown by the nost recent federal decenni al
census, and having a final, full assessed valuation in
excess of seventy-five million dollars ($75,000, 000) shal
consist of five qualified electors who shall be elected
according to |aw. "

Section 2. Section 4-38-3 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1876,
Chapter 1, Section 10, as anended) is anended to read:

"4-38-3. RESIDENCE IN D STRI CTS- - PERI OD FOR
DI STRI CTI NG - ELECTI ON AT LARGE. - -

A. A county having a popul ation greater than
thirteen thousand, according to the nost recent federal
decenni al census, shall be divided by the board of county
conmi ssioners into as many conpact single-nmenber districts
as there are board nmenbers to be elected. The districts
shall be as equal in population as possible and nunbered
respectively to correspond to the nunber of board nmenbers.
One conmi ssioner shall be elected fromeach district by the
voters of the district and shall be a resident of the
district fromwhich he is elected. [|f a conm ssioner
permanently renoves his residence fromor maintains no
residence in the district fromwhich he was el ected, he
shall be deened to have resigned. The division of the
county into single-nenber districts shall be made once
i medi ately follow ng each federal decennial census.



B. An Hclass county or a county having a

popul ation of thirteen thousand or fewer according to the
nost recent federal decennial census, nmay be divided by the
board of county conm ssioners into single-nenber districts.

If the county is districted, the districts shall be as
equal in popul ation as possible and nunbered respectively to
correspond to the nunber of board nenbers. A comm ssioner
shall be a resident of the district fromwhich he is
elected. If a conmm ssioner permanently renoves his
resi dence fromor maintains no residence in the district
fromwhich he was el ected, he shall be deened to have
resigned. The division of the county into single-nenber
districts shall be nmade once immedi ately foll ow ng each
federal decennial census. The board of county conm ssioners
in a county with only three board nenbers may require either
t hat :

(1) conm ssioners shall be elected from each
district by the voters of the whole county; or

(2) each comm ssioner shall be el ected by
the voters of the district fromwhich that conm ssioner is
running for office.”
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