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DATE: February 12, 2001
Submitted by: TAXATION AND REVENUE DEPT.       

T. GLENN ELLINGTON, SECRETARY

BILL NUMBER:  HB-387

SPONSOR:  Representative Miera

BILL SHORT TITLE:  Height of Motorcycle Handlebars

CONFLICTS, DUPLICATES, COMPANIONS:  SB-153 (duplicate)

DESCRIPTION:  This bill repeals the current requirement that motorcycle handlebars be no more than 15 inches above the seat of the motorcycle.

EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 1, 2001

FISCAL IMPACT:  No significant fiscal impact.  The Motor Vehicle Division does not keep statistics on the number of violations of this particular equipment requirement.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPACT:  No significant administrative impact on the department.

OTHER IMPACTS AND ISSUES:

· Section 66-3-841 NMSA 1978:

Height of motorcycle handlebars; how measured.

    No motorcycle shall be equipped with handlebars which have an outer end raised more then fifteen inches above the level of the seat normally occupied by the operator.  The level of the seat shall be determined as being the top of the seat when the seat is fully depressed.

The fine imposed for violation of Section 66-3-841 is $10 per violation.

· Repeal of the limit on the height of motorcycle handlebars may result in a somewhat increased rate of accidents involving motorcycles and have an adverse affect on public safety.

