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SUMMARY

     Synopsis of Bill

HB 897 amends the planning and platting jurisdiction of municipalities with a population of 200,000
or fewer.  The bill limits the planning authority of small municipalities, except for utility and
transportation corridors, to the city limits.  

     Significant Issues

Municipalities currently have planning jurisdiction on a wide variety of issues outside their city limits
according to 3-19-9 NMSA 1978.  This jurisdiction is severely limited with HB 897.  Individuals in a
county adjacent to a city limit will be free of municipal jurisdiction.

This bill is essentially an individual property right versus a community right question.  Activities by
an individual adjacent to a city limit could have an effect on the quality of life of the municipal
community.  Currently, the activities of the individual directly adjacent to a municipality can be
restricted.

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS

Why should a municipality have any jurisdiction outside the city limits?
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