SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 20

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - 2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000
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REQUESTI NG THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE,
COOPERATI ON W TH THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON, TO
STUDY THE EFFECTS OF EXTENDED DAYS AND AN EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR
ON THE ACADEM C SUCCESS OF NEW MEXI CO S PUBLI C SCHOOL CHI LDREN
AND THE PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

VWHEREAS, research in

and uninterrupted time spent

instructors is a major influence on student academ c success;

and

VWHEREAS, current statute,
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di cates that continual,

conpr ehensi ve

on instruction by certified school

Section 22-8-9 NMSA 1978,
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[ bracketed—raterial]

underscored materi a

requires that no budget for a school district shall be approved
by the state departnent of public education that does not
provide for a school year consisting of at |east one hundred
eighty full instructional days or the equival ent; and

WHEREAS, current statute, Section 22-2-8.1 NVSA 1978,
establ i shes the m ni mrum school day |engths for kindergarten and
grades one through twel ve; and

WHEREAS, there is a perception by the public that sone
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school districts may not be providing the statutory nmandate of
one hundred ei ghty days of instruction; and

WHEREAS, nmaxi m zi ng and strengthening direct student
instruction and |learning by well-qualified teachers is
essential to increasing student achi evenent;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the | egislative education study
comrittee, in cooperation with the state departnment of public
education, study the effects of extended days and an extended
school year on the acadenic success of New Mexico's public
school children and the professional devel opnent of teachers;
and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the study exam ne how t he
mandat es of one hundred eighty instructional days and the
|l ength of the school day are currently inplenmented by New
Mexi co school districts and exam ne instructional tine on task
and tinme for teacher collaboration for school planning and
i nprovenent of instruction; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the study include a review of
successful national practices with regard to the feasibility of
extendi ng the school day and school year for New Mexico public
school s; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the findings and
recomrendati ons be presented to the appropriate |egislative
interimcomittee by Novenmber 2000; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the superintendent of public instruction and the
director of the legislative education study commttee for

appropriate distribution.
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