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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 6
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Joseph J. Carraro

A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
PROPCOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO ARTI CLES 6 AND 20 OF THE
CONSTI TUTI ON OF NEW MEXI CO TO ELI M NATE THE SELECTI ON AND
RETENTI ON OF JUSTI CES AND JUDGES AND PROVI DE FOR THEI R
ELECTI ON.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. It is proposed to anmend Article 6, Section 4
of the constitution of New Mexico to read:
"The suprenme court of the state shall consist of at

| east five justices who shall be [ehoser—as—proevided—na—ths
const+tution] elected at the general election for

representatives in congress for a termof eight years. One

of the justices shall be selected as chief justice as

provi ded by |aw "

Section 2. It is proposed to anmend Article 6, Section

12 of the constitution of New Mexico to read:
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"The state shall be divided into judicial districts as

may be provided by law. One or nore judges shall be chosen

for each district [as—previded—+n—this—econstitution] by the

qualified electors of the district at the election for

representatives in congress. The terns of office of the

district judges shall be six vears."

Section 3. It is proposed to anmend Article 6, Section
26 of the constitution of New Mexico to read:
"The |l egislature shall establish [a] magistrate [eeurt]

courts, including netropolitan courts, to exercise limted

original jurisdiction as may be provided by |aw. Except as

provided by this section, the magistrate court shall be

conmposed of such districts and el ective magi strates as may be

provided by law. Magistrates and netropolitan court judges

shall be qualified electors of, and reside in, their
respective districts, and the | egislature shall prescribe

ot her qualifications. Magistrates and netropolitan court

judoges shall be elected at general elections for terns of

four years. Magistrates and netropolitan court judges shal

recei ve conpensation as nmay be provided by | aw [ whieh

. had I i rnished—dur hei :
TIDN L e hat i I
. I | . | . - | | H E :] . 11}
Section 4. It is proposed to anmend Article 6, Section
28 of the constitution of New Mexico to read:

"The court of appeals shall consist of not |ess than

[ seven] ten judges [whe—shal—be—echosen—as—providedinthis
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eonstitutioen], whose qualifications shall be the sanme as
t hose of justices of the suprenme court and whose conpensation

and election for ternms of eight years shall be as provided by

| aw. The increased qualifications provided by [+hs] the 1988
anmendnent shall not apply to court of appeals judges serving
at the time [this] that anmendnent [passes] passed or el ected
at the general election in 1988.

Three judges of the court of appeals shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business, and a mpjority of
those participating nmust concur in any judgnent of the court.

When necessary, the chief justice of the suprenme court
may designate any justice of the suprene court, or any
district judge of the state, to act as a judge of the court
of appeals, and the chief justice nmay designate any judge of
the court of appeals to hold court in any district, or to act
as a justice of the suprene court."

Section 5. It is proposed to Article 6 of the
constitution of New Mexico by repealing Sections 33 through
37.

Section 6. It is proposed to anmend Article 20, Section
4 of the constitution of New Mexico to read:

"“I'f a vacancy occurs in the office of justice of the

suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the

district court, nmagistrate, nmetropolitan court judage,

district attorney or county comm ssioner, the governor shal
fill such vacancy by appoi ntnent, and such appoi ntee shal

hol d such office until the next general election. His
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successor shall be chosen at such election and shall hold his

office until the expiration of the original term™

Section 7. The anendnent proposed by this resolution
shall be subnmitted to the people for their approval or
rejection at the next general election or at any specia
el ection prior to that date which may be called for that

pur pose.
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