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SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 31

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Cynt hi a Nava

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COW TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON AND LOCAL
SCHOOL BOARDS TO STUDY ALTERNATI VE METHODS OF RESTRUCTURI NG
PUBLI C SCHOOLS AND REDESI GNI NG CLASS SCHEDULES TO PROVI DE
SMALLER LEARNI NG ENVI RONMENTS MORE SUI TED TO ACCOMMODATE THE
NEEDS OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

VWHEREAS, there has been a proliferation of violent
activity on school canpuses in the |ast several years,
culmnating in fatalities amobng our nation's youth; and

VWHEREAS, violent activity in New Mexico public schools
has continued to grow particularly during the mddle and
junior high years, including a student-initiated fatality in
a mddl e school during the 1999-2000 school year; and

VWHEREAS, school -site violent activity is nore preval ent
in large urban schools than in snaller rural ones; and

WHEREAS, snaller schools lead to nore innovative

i nstructional practices, inproved student achi evenent,
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i nproved attendance and reduced student viol ence and
di sruptive behavior as well as a greater sense of ownership
and pride in a school by its students; and

VWHEREAS, research indicates a general sense of isolation
and alienation anong children during the m ddle school years
when children are maturing into young adults; and

VWHEREAS, educators across the country are countering
student anonymity with smaller public schools that have been
restructured into smaller |earning comunities that focus on
nore personalized instruction; and

WHEREAS, research indicates that m ddl e school and
junior high students need to continue the close student-
teacher relationships devel oped in elenmentary school s,
relationships that are less likely to devel op when students
have nultiple classroons and teachers;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state departnment of public
education and | ocal school boards study alternative nethods
of restructuring public schools and redesigning class
schedul es of elenmentary, mddle and junior high and high
schools in order to facilitate a safer and nore inviting
environnent that is conducive to |earning; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state departnent of
public education report its findings to the |egislative
education study commttee no |later than Novenber 1, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be

distributed to the superintendent of public instruction, the
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executive director of the New Mexico schoo

association and the director of the |legislative education

boar ds

study commttee for appropriate distribution.
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