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SENATE MEMORI AL 9

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
John Arthur Smith

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE OFFI CE OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS TO WORK W TH THE
OMERS OF THE SHAKESPEARE GHOST TOWN AND ASSESS WHETHER THE
GHOST TOWN SHOULD BE DESI GNATED AS A NEW MEXI CO STATE
MONUNVENT.

VWHEREAS, the Shakespeare ghost town is the remains of a
pi oneer sout hwestern town; and

VWHEREAS, froma snall settlenment on the stage and
emgrant trail to California, by 1870 the ghost town grew to
consi derabl e size under the nane of Ralston City or the Burro
M nes; and

WHEREAS, in 1879, other mne pronoters changed the nane
of the town to Shakespeare and, under this name, the town
prospered as a mning canp until the 1893 depression; and

WHEREAS, during the 1908-1932 m ning boom the remaining

bui l dings in Shakespeare were again occupi ed, and the events
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during this period added considerably to the town's
reputation for |aw essness; and

VWHEREAS, Shakespeare is ol der than any nei ghboring town
and, with its highly publicized mning boons, attracted nany
peopl e and so contributed greatly to the settlenment of
Lordsburg, New Mexico and the surroundi ng area; and

VWHEREAS, the town site has been owned since 1935 by the
H1l famly, and they have tried to preserve the old
bui I dings and history w thout comercializing the ghost town;
and

WHEREAS, in Novenber 1999, the Shakespeare ghost town
grant house, general nerchandise building, old mail station
bui | di ng and Shakespeare ghost town building fire protection
system were designated by the national trust for historic
preservation as official projects of save Arerica's
treasures; and

VWHEREAS, in January 1999, the New Mexi co heritage
preservation alliance selected the Shakespeare ghost town to
be on the list of New Mexico's nost endangered pl aces because
it is asignificant historic resource that is under inm nent
threat of being |ost;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the office of cultural affairs be
requested to work with the owners of the Shakespeare ghost
town to assess whether the ghost town shoul d be designated as
a New Mexico state nonunent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
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transmtted to the state cultural affairs officer and to the
owners of the Shakespeare ghost town.
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