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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 5

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
J. Paul Tayl or

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON TO STUDY
STAFFI NG PATTERNS FOR SPECI AL EDUCATI ON RELATED SERVI CES.

VWHEREAS, effective with the 1996-97 school year, funding
for special education related services was expanded to
i ncl ude di agnostic services, and the nunmber of units per
full-time equivalent was increased fromtwenty to twenty-five
units; and

WHEREAS, the state departnent of public education
reported that full-tinme equivalents for related services
personnel have increased dramatically since the program was
expanded to include diagnostic services and since the nunber
of units per full-time equival ent was increased; and

VWHEREAS, the state board of education entered into a
contract with an independent consultant to study the funding

for special education related services personnel; and
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VWHEREAS, the independent consultant identified staffing
patterns and rapidly increasing costs for related services
personnel in the report Problens and Concerns with Aspects of
t he New Mexico Public School Funding Fornul a dated Novenber
5, 1999; and

WHEREAS, the independent consultant reported that the
total nunber of units for special education related services
personnel increased fromtwenty-two thousand four hundred
ei ghty-one in 1996-97 to forty-two thousand six hundred fifty
in 1999-2000, for an increase of over twenty thousand units;
and

VWHEREAS, the independent consultant did not find
gui delines or rules that the state departnent of public
educati on should use in granting approval to school districts
for existing or additional full-time equivalent rel ated
servi ces personnel; and

VWHEREAS, the independent consultant recommended that a
conpr ehensi ve exani nati on be undertaken to study the funding
needs of related services to gather information that wll
expl ain the reasons for the ranges anong districts in
staffing ratios for rel ated services;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state departnment of public
educati on be requested to performa conprehensive study to
gather information on the conditions contributing to the w de
ranges in staffing ratios for related services, to devel op

criteria for approval of current and additional specia
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education rel ated services personnel and to provide
information that will assist in the devel opment of a fair and
equi tabl e fundi ng met hodol ogy for these services; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the findi ngs and
reconmendations of this study be provided to the |egislative
educati on study conmm ttee by Novenber 1, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
distributed to the superintendent of public instruction and
the director of the |egislative education study conmttee for

appropriate distribution.
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