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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Memorid 47 requests that the State Board of Education (SBE) alow the use of materid in the class
for the Study of creetion theory.

Sgnificant Issues

The New Mexico Science Content Standards adopted by the SBE require that the theory of biologica
evolution be taught. Following many highly publicized discussions, SBE voted not to include crestion theory
in the content standards.

TECHNICAL ISSUES

According to the SDE analysis, "the U.S. Supreme Court has established that ‘creation science’ may not be
taught in the public schools." Severa cases are cited to support the statement and two are cited here:
Edwardsv. Aguillard, 482 U.S. 578 (1987) and McLean v. Arkansas Board of Education, 529 F. Supp.
1255 (1982).
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