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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Joint Memoria requests the SDE and NMAA (New Mexico Activities Association) in conjunction
with school digtricts, develop and implement an intermura competition and that participating students be
alowed to "letter” in one or more academic subjects.

Sonificant Issues

Theissues gemming from this bill indlude:

o Traditiondly, the NMAA has been the governing body over interscholastic competitionsin New
Mexico. Its policies and the activities governed by its policies have been determined by avote of
participating schools. NMAA gaff enforce the policies adopted by its governing board which is
comprised of superintendents from participating school digtricts and representatives from the SBE and
non-public schools. The SBE also exercises some oversight over the NMAA's operations.

o Thememorid recognizes the responghility of the three entities responsible for establishing
interscholastic competitions. The SDE reports that the NMAA currently has 19 different activity and
academic organizations representing awide variety of disciplines, such as Math/Science,
Speech/Debate, Future Farmers of America, Journaism and Academic Decathlon.

o Thelong-range plan of the NMAA, according to information it submitted to the SDE, is"to dign
activity competitions with athletic competitions.”

o TheNMAA hasindicated its strong support for the implementation of academic competitions.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

None apparent at the state level. Expenses incurred for coaches, equipment, travel and other elements that
are apart of the program will be incurred by loca school boards. At first glance, it does not appear these
academic competitions, however desirable and productive for students, will be revenue generating events -
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a leadt in the formdtive years.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

Employees of locd school boards will be charged with adminigtering and implementing the activities.
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