Master FIR (1988)

Pagelof 3

NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.
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Synopsis of SCORC Amendment

o *Thisamendment deetes "architecture of bridges' and focuses visud enhancement and design
elements on landscgping and public art in the desgn of highway projects.

o It requests the department to adopt "procedures’ instead of “regulations’ to incorporate visua
enhancements in highway congtruction projects.

o It requests the department to prepare requests for proposals (RFPS) for highway engineering
projects which direct engineering consultants to "consult with" environmental design professonals such
as urban designer-architects, landscape architects or artists as gppropriate. It deletes wording
requiring the engineering consultant to have these specific professonds on the design "team”.

Synopsis of Origind Bill

Thismemoria requests SHTD to incorporate visud enhancements including architectural design of highway
structures, landscape dements and public art into engineering design. In addition it requires the department to
adopt regulations to include design and visud enhancement dementsin dl new highway congtruction

projects. It requires requests for proposals (RFPs) issued by the department for engineering consultants
include services of an urban designer-architect, landscape architect and an arti<t.

Sonificant Issues

This memorid gppliesto dl new congruction and highway rehabilitation projectsin urban or rurd aress.
According to the department, implementation of these design and congtruction requirements for dl future
projects will have a sgnificant fiscal impact on individua projects and congtruction funding.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

The department estimates that design costs would increase in excess of $500,000 annually by adding
services of an urban designer, architect, landscape architect and artist to RFPs for engineering design.
Adding visua enhancement feetures to highway projects would reduce available funding for basic design and
construction needs.

The department indicated that decorative or aesthetic elements can be included in projects to construct new
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Sructures such as bridges, with aminimal cost increase. The department works with locd entities on urban
project enhancement issues. The additional cost of visua enhancements such aslighting and landscaping in
urban areas requires SHTD to receive commitments from local governments for funding capital costs and
future maintenance cogts.

Project enhancements qudify for federal funding, however, use of limited project funds for enhancements
limits the funds available for congtruction of essentid functional eements of the project.

TECHNICAL ISSUES

According to the department, visua enhancements may not be gppropriate for dl highway projects. This
memorid requires visud enhancement consderation for dl projects.

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

It isthe practice of the department to work with locd entities and community groups to develop projects that
arefunctiond and environmentaly sound. Visua enhancements are included when the locd entity funds the
capita costs and provides future maintenance requirements.
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