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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.
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Department of Hedth (DOH)

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

SB 368 appropriates $100.0 from the generd fund to the NM Office of Indian Affairsfor expenditurein
fiscd year 2001 to contract to train staff who will provide skills training and family support servicesto
families dedling with acoholism and to provide evaduation of that program in eastern agency areain
McKinley County. Any unexpended or unencumbered baance remaining at the end of fisca year 2001 shdl
revert to the genera fund.

Significant |ssues

The Department of Health assumes that Navgjo Nation would provide the staff training in its Eastern Agency
Areain McKinley County. McKinley county has one of the highest rates of acohol abuse in the nation.

According to DOH, one of the leading deficiencies in trestment servicesis relgpse prevention and family
sarvices. DOH dates that training in those areas would assist in decreasing rates of relapse.

Evauation of the program is an important component is assessing outcomes and cost effectiveness.

DOH sates that the bill does not describe the structure of the proposed program, i.e., who are the staff
referred to, how many people will be involved, what types of skills and training are needed and who will
adminigter the program?

DOH does not indicate how this program relates with other substance abuse programs that they administer.
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

Thereisno fiscd impact on DOH.

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

DOH reports that substance abuse, especidly acohol abuseis a serious problem in McKinley County. This
county has the highest incidence per capita of acohol abusein NM and in the nation. DOH acknowledges
that acohol abuse is endemic among Native Americans and is the leading cause of hedlth related problems
and crime.

Research indicates thet those who recaive training in life skills (assuming such training will be used for
employment and life skills) and whose families are actively involved in the recovery process have higher rates
of success.

LMK/gm
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