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Regulation and Licensng Department (RLD)

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Bill 182 proposes to enact a new section of the Liquor Control Act. The bill would require generd
merchandise stores with atota display area 20,000 square feet or larger, that sell dcoholic beveragesin
unbroken containers to provide public accessto its acoholic beverage package saes through doors that
provide access directly to the exterior of the store. The bill dso requires these storesto physicaly separate
acoholic beverage sdes from generd merchandise sdleswith floor to celling wals. All dcoholic beverage
transactions must occur within the designated acoholic beverage sdes area

Genera merchandise is defined as any merchandise that is not an acoholic beverage and includes groceries.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

RLD dated that fisca impact to the department is unknown.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

Dispenser and retaller licensees would have to be notified of this requirement and RLD would have to verify
that al gpplicable retail merchandise stores affected by thislegidation have complied with its requirements.
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The department would have to compile floor space information on each licensee to determine which
businesses would require wall partitions and exterior door access. RLD would have to review and approve
amended floor plans before required changes could be constructed.

Implementation of this bill would require additiona workload for RLD in FY 01 to bring affected generd
merchandise stores into compliance.

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

The bill requires addition of floor to ceiling walls and addition of direct, exterior access doors by July 1,
2000. Affected businesses would have a difficult time meeting this deadline. They would have to be notified
of this requirement once the bill becomes law. They would be required to develop floor plans, obtain building
permits and complete construction work before July 1, 2000.

There are no pendty provisonsin thisbill for businesses that do not comply with the requirements by July 1,
2000.
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