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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

FISCALIMPACTREPORT

[SPONSOR: ||picraux __||DATE TYPED: 02-14-00  |HB_ |HIM 67/aHEC |
[SHORT TITLE: [Class Size Reductions s |
| ANALYST [Baca |
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of HEC Amendment

The amendment adopted by the House Education Committee changes the phrase "class size reduction” to
"reduced student/teacher ratio.” The intent of the bill remains unchanged: seek to discover theimpact smaler
class sze (lower student/teacher ratio) on student achievement.

Synopsis of Origind Bill

House Joint Memoriad 67 requests that the State Department of Education, the Legidative Education Study
Committee and Educationd Initiatives and Accountability Committee study and make recommendations on
class szeinitiatives being conducted in other Sates.

Findings of the study are to be reported to the Legidative Council no later than December 15. 2000.

Significant |ssues

The memorid requests that the study compare the benefits of reduced class Sze on sudent achievement with
other reform measures and make recommendations on the positive impact on students and teachersin
reduced size classrooms.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

None apparent.
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TECHNICAL ISSUES

Research on the impact of class sze on sudent achievement is available. Whether the questionsraised in this
memoria can be satisfactorily answered with existing research results from school reform efforts nationaly
will be determined by the study.

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS

o Isthe research needed to make viable comparisons of the impact of school reform initiatives with the
impact of dassszereadily avalable? Isit avalable?

o Do we have any "hard data' showing the impact of lower class sizes from New Mexico schools?
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