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legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

FISCALIMPACTREPORT

|SPONSOR: ||Lujan

||DATE TYPED:

|l2/9/00

||HB

|[HIM 65 |

|SHORT TITLE:

||Espanola Traffic Lights and Congestion

ISB

ANALYST:lVa|de5 |

APPROPRIATION

Appropriation Contained

Egtimated Additional Impact

FY00

Fyo1

FYQ0

FYO1

Recurring

or Non-Rec

Fund

Affected

Unknown

Duplicates/Conflicts with/Companion to/Relatesto NA

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

State Highway and Trangportation Department (SHTD)
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

HJIM 65 requests the State Highway and Transportation Department to:

1. Alleviate traffic congegtion problemsin the City of Espanola by ingdling traffic sgnds at the following
Intersections:

a. NM 76 and NM 583
b. NM 291 and Fairview Road Extension

2. Make every effort to provide ingress and egress, such astraffic sgnds, at the intersection of NM 68 and
LaJoya Driveto aleviate congestion and provide a safer intersection

3. Support theintent of this memorid and the City of Espanola

4. Provide sufficient funding from the School Bus Safety Route Program for the ingtallation of two traffic
sggnds and dterndive driving routes at the locations mentioned in this memorid.

Sonificant Issues

According to SHTD, the intersection of NM 68 and La Joya Drive dready has atraffic sgnd. The most
serious traffic congestion problems are occurring at the intersection of NM 68 and Fairview Lane.

The department recently completed atraffic study on the intersection of NM 76 and NM 583. The study will
determineif the intersection warrants atraffic sgnd as defined in the Manud of Uniform Traffic Control
Devices. If thisintersection warrants a traffic sgna, the project will be developed based on priority with
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other statewide needs and funding availahility.

Project development at NM 76 and NM 583 would be very complex for severa reasons. The existing road
is narrow and winding with very limited sight distance; the existing right of way is very narrow; buildings and
walls are Stuated close to the edge of the right of way; an irrigation

ditch runs along the road; and the areais very historic. For these reasons, it is anticipated this project would
be very cogly.

The last traffic study on the intersection of NM 291 and Fairview Road Extenson showed that it did not
qudify for atraffic Sgna. Another study will be conducted to determine if additiond traffic warrants atraffic
sgnd. If so it will be prioritized and funded based on available funding.

The department's Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) includes $1 million for work on the
intersection of NM 68 and Fairview Lane in FY 1. Preliminary engineering has been initiated by department
gaff. The purpose of this project is to improve the efficiency of thisintersection.

The department is currently conducting atraffic mode study for the City of Espanola. When complete, the
model will be used to andyze the effectiveness of dternative routes proposed to relieve traffic congestion on
NM 68, including the intersection of NM 68 and Fairview Lane.

Section 67-3-28.2C(3) NMSA 1978 dates that, except for the amounts used for financial hardship, 16% of
the money in the Locd Government Road Fund shdl be distributed "for school bus routes, to be used solely
for...acquiring rights of way and condructing, maintaining, repairing, improving and paving school bus routes
and public schoal parking lots." School bus route funds are dlocated to the department's didtricts. Didtricts
establish an annua program of projects in cooperation with the counties. In FY 99, the Six countiesin
Didtrict 5 received atotal of $423.0 for school bus route projects.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

The cogt of itemsin thisjoint memorid could be sgnificant, dthough, have not been estimated at thistime.

H:\firshouse HIM065~1.HTM 2/22/00



Master FIR (1988) Page 4 of 4

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

Minimd impact

CONFLICT/DUPLICATION/COMPANIONSHIP/RELATIONSHIP

HB 430 proposes raisng the gasoline and specid fud taxes and aso the Petroleum Products Loading Fee
and using the revenues generated to support additiona bonding authority for highway projects. $18 million
for improvement of the Espanola rdief routeis one of the projects proposed for funding in this bill.

MFV/njw
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