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LFCfile
Children, Y outh and Families Department

Human Services Department

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Joint Memoriad 36 proposes thet the legidative finance committee (LFC) direct its saff to conduct a
fiscd and compliance audit of the foster care programs of the children, youth and families department
(CYFD) and of the human services department's (HSD) participation and respongbilitiesin the trestment
fogter care program. This memorid requests that the children, youth and families department, the human
services department, the school of medicine at the university of New Mexico and other state agencies
cooperate with the LFC gaff in conducting the audit.

The memoriad proposes that the scope of the audit include:

e *placement used as dternative to foster care when children are removed from their homes by CY FD;

e eprocedures and criteria used in screening and evauation of al children and families of suspected
abuse and neglect;

o erole of CYFD in monitoring the appropriateness of evauation and assessment of children conducted
through managed care organizations including the responghility of HSD in monitoring the evalution
process and referrals, treatment and outcomes of those children; and

e eexamindion of cases of children in al resdentid facilities and programs, including juvenile justice
facilities, criss shdters, foster and treatment foster care homes or facilities.

The LFC isto report the findings with any recommendeations for legidation to the legidative hedth and human
services committee in October 2000.
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Sonificant Issues

According to HSD the proposed LFC performance audit will duplicate past and the current audits
performed by HSD medica services divison. The Quality Assurance Bureau of Medica Assstance Divison
has performed two performance audits of trestment foster care at CY FD during 1999 and is preparing to
audit dl three of the SALUD! behaviord hedth organizations for quality and appropriateness of utilization
management measures.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

The performance audit work plan approved by the LFC allocates approximately 2000 audit hours for this
audit.
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