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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Joint Memorid 27 requests that the Legidative Education Study Committee study the issue of
compensation for early education and family support professonas and recommend to the Legidature the
means to increase compensation so that their sdaries are commensurate with those of equivalent educetion in
other fidlds.

Significant Issues

The recitals in the memorid suggest the intent applies to compensation for providers of day care or early
childhood services and not necessarily public school personnd. If so, then those affected would fall under the
purview of other state agencies, such as Children, Y outh and Families, Department of Hedlth and
Department of Human Services. Revenues sources affected by any compensation increases would affect
both the genera fund and federa funds used to pay for these services. If the memorid aso gppliesto school
digtricts, their budgets could aso be impacted.

The SDE andlyss dates that ambiguous language could creete difficult Stuations which are reflected in the
following quegtions

¢ *Will paying commensurate salaries for those with "equivalent education” lead to atwo tier sysem
with the differences rling to differencesin "formd" education and licensure?

« Should the study include only those professonasin New Mexico or should the study be regiond in
nature?

e Theroleof licensureis not mentioned in the Study as one of the determinants of "equivaent education.
Should it be cited?

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
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None to SDE asfar as the conduct of the study is concerned. However, the SDE andysis cites the
rel ationship between increasing teacher sdlaries and the potential need to increase compensation for the
professonds cited in the study.
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