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SENATE BI LL 418

4A4TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 200

| NTRODUCED BY
Ransay Gor ham

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON, PROVI DI NG STUDENTS BROADER EDUCATI ONAL
OPPORTUNI TI ES | N ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS; ENACTI NG
THE EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT; AMENDI NG AND ENACTI NG SECTI ONS
OF THE NMSA 1978.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] SHORT TI TLE. --Sections 1 through 11 of

this act may be cited as the "Education Qpportunity Act"."
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - LEG SLATI VE

FI NDI NGS AND PURPCSE. - -
A. The legislature finds that:

(1) all New Mexico children should have the

opportunity to attend schools that can neet their educationa
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needs and provide themthe know edge and skills required to
graduate from hi gh school and be prepared for post-secondary
educati on and the world of work;

(2) although Article 12, Section 1 of the
constitution of New Mexico mandates that the state provide a
uni form system of free public schools sufficient for the
education of, and open to, all the children of school age,
some public schools in the current system do not provide a
sufficient education; and

(3) currently, parents of a school-age child
that are dissatisfied with the public education the child is
receiving in the system may choose a private school education
for the child, but that choice is severely limted because
many parents lack the financial resources to provide their
children with this alternative opportunity.

B. Based upon the foregoing | egislative findings,
the legislature states that the express purposes of the
Educati on Opportunity Act are:

(1) to provide parents nore flexibility in
choosing a public school education appropriate to their
child s needs; and

(2) under specific conditions, to provide
parents with the opportunity to choose a private school
education for their child."

Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - DEFI NI TI ONS. -

. 130022. 2
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-As used in the Education Opportunity Act:

A. "dependent child" nmeans a school - age person for
whom a parent has the legal authority to nake deci sions;

B. "parent" nmeans the natural parent, adoptive
parent, guardian or |egal custodian of a dependent child;

C. "programt neans the education opportunity
program aut hori zed pursuant to the Education Qpportunity Act;

D. "student" includes both a dependent child and a
school - age person who is not a dependent child; and

E. "voucher"” neans a witten instrunent issued by
t he departnment of education that may be used to pay education
expenses of a student enrolled in a private school ."

Section 4. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - STUDENT
ELIGBILITY.--A student is eligible to participate in the

programif in the previous school year the student:

A. was regularly enrolled as a public schoo
student and was enrolled for one-half or nore of the m ninmum
course requirenments approved by the state board for public
school students; and

B. was enrolled in a public school that has
received, for two consecutive years, a perfornmance
nmeasurenment in the grade category of "F" pursuant to Section
22-1-6 NMBA 1978; or

C. was attending a private school pursuant to the

program establ i shed in the Educati on Opportunity Act."

. 130022. 2
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Section 5. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - REQUI REMENTS

FOR PARTI Cl PATI ON | N PROGRAM BY PRI VATE SCHOCL--LI M TATI ON ON
NUVBER OF PARTI Cl PATI NG STUDENTS. --To participate in the
programa private school shall:

A. before Cctober 15 of the prior school year,
notify the state superintendent and | ocal school board of the
school district in which the private school is located of its
intent to participate in the programand of the antici pated
nunber of students participating in the programfor which it
has space;

B. conply with the provisions of 42 USCA 2000d;

C. neet all health and safety |laws and codes that
apply to public schools;

D. agree to accept a voucher as full paynent of
tuition and fees of an eligible student who is participating
in the program has been accepted by the private school and
whose famly's total incone does not exceed an anmount equal
to two hundred percent of the poverty level determined in
accordance with criteria established by the director of the
federal office of managenent and budget;

E. agree to accept a voucher as full or partia
paynment of tuition and fees for a student participating in
t he program and not described in Subsection D of this
section, but the school shall have a published sliding scale

for suppl enmental paynment based on the ability to pay;

. 130022. 2
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F. not discrimnate between students participating
in the program and ot her students; and
G meke available to the parent of a student who
is eligible for participation in the program and to the
student, information sufficient to enable the parent and the
student to evaluate the school's performance, which
information shall include as a mninmnumresults of a
nationally normreferenced test or a perfornmance-based
i nstrument that neasures proficiency, student readi ness for
col | ege, school safety, dropout rates, attendance and parent
or community invol venent."
Section 6. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - APPLI CATI ON

FOR PARTI Cl PATION I N THE PROGRAM - -

A. Either a parent with whoma student who is a
dependent child resides or a student who is not a dependent
child may submt an application for participation in the
programon a form provided by the state superintendent. The
application shall be submtted to a participating private
school chosen by the applicant, and a copy shall be sent to
t he departnent of education. The application shall be
subm tted by delivery or mail and shall be considered
recei ved when delivered or three days after mailing. An
application nmust be received no earlier than March 1 and no
later than May 1 prior to the beginning of a school vyear.

The application shall contain at |east the follow ng

. 130022. 2
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i nformati on:

(1) the student's nanme and address;

(2) the applicant's nanme and address if the
applicant is a parent;

(3) the student's social security numnber

(4) the school district in which the student
resides, the school attended in the previous school year and
the student's public school attendance zone;

(5) the nane and address of the school and
the grade in which the student was enrolled the previous year
and whet her the student was a participant in the programin
t hat year; and

(6) other information required by the state
board to be included in the application.

B. Wthin sixty days after receiving the
application, the private school shall notify the applicant,
in witing, that the application has been accepted or
rejected and in the latter event shall state the reasons for
rejection. The state board shall require by rule a selection
process to ensure that participating private schools
determ ne which students to accept on a random basis, except
that a private school may give preference in accepting
applications to siblings of students accepted on a random
basis. Any procedures for giving preference or priority to
applicants nust be in witing and nust be approved by the
state superintendent in witing before becom ng effective.

C. If the private school rejects an application

. 130022. 2
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because it has too few avail abl e spaces, the applicant nay
transfer the application to a participating private school
that has avail abl e space by submtting the application to
that school and notifying the departnent of education in
witing of the transfer no later than five days after its
subm ssion. The school to which the transferred application
is submtted shall notify the applicant of acceptance or
rejection within thirty days of receipt of the application.
D. Wthin five days after receipt of notification

of acceptance of a student fromthe private school, the
applicant shall notify the state superintendent in witing of
the fact of acceptance.”

Section 7. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - | SSUANCE OF

VOUCHER. --No | ater than five days after receipt of
notification of acceptance froman applicant, the state
superi ntendent shall issue a voucher to the applicant. The
voucher shall be presented to the private school within ten

days after receipt by the applicant."

Section 8. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - REDEMPTI ON
VALUE OF VOUCHER- - REDEMPTI ON OF VOUCHER BY SCHOCOL. - -

A. Except as otherw se provided in Subsection C of

this section, the redenption val ue of a voucher is the sum

of :

. 130022. 2
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(1) the anount of noney that woul d be
generated by the student through the state equalization
guarantee di stribution pursuant to the Public School Finance
Act if the student attended a public school in the previous
year, excluding any size or training and experience
adjustment for the school district or the public school;

(2) a proportionate allocation for the |ocal
school district's at-risk funding; and

(3) a proportionate per student amount for
transportati on expenses that would be generated by the
student if he attended a public school within his attendance
zone.

B. The departnent of education shall calculate the
redenption value of a student's voucher. The anpunt
cal cul ated pursuant to Paragraph (3) of Subsection A of this
section shall be paid to the applicant by the private school
at the tine the voucher is redeened by the private school.

C. The redenption value of a voucher, exclusive of
any anount paid to the applicant pursuant to Subsection B of
this section, shall not exceed the tuition and fees charged
by the participating private school for students not
participating in the programunless the cost of educating the
student presenting the voucher is greater than the tuition
and fees charged, in which case the value of the voucher
shal |l not exceed those costs. The state board shal
establish a nethod of determ ning costs of educating

participating students and that nethod shall be used in

. 130022. 2
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determ ning the redenption val ue of a voucher.

D. Wthin fifteen days after receiving a voucher,
a private school shall certify enrollnment of the student
named on the voucher and shall certify the anmount of tuition
and fees charged by the private school to the departnent of
educati on.

E. A private school or school district shal
redeem t he val ue of the voucher fromthe departnent of
education in the followng installnents: twenty-five percent
of the value in Septenber, twenty-five percent of the val ue
in Novenber, twenty-five percent of the value in February and
twenty-five percent of the value in May. The installnents
shall be paid on the first day of the applicable nonth.
Redenmpti on of a voucher installnment constitutes full payment
of all tuition and fees incurred by the student for the
period covered by the voucher.

F. If a private school expels a student during the
school year or if the student is absent for ten consecutive
days wi thout explanation fromhis parent if the student is a
dependent child or, if not a dependent child, fromthe
student, the private school shall notify the departnent of
education, and the voucher redenption shall cease.

G If a participating student voluntarily
wi thdraws froma private school and is enrolled in another
participating private school or in a public school during the
school year, the parent, if the student is a dependent child,

and i f not a dependent child, the student, shall notify the

. 130022. 2
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departnent of education. Upon receipt of proof of enroll nment
in another private school and certification of tuition and
fees charged by the new private school, the unredeened
voucher installnents shall be made to the new private school
Upon proof of enrollment in a public school, the remnaining
redenption installments shall be made to the school district
in which the public school is |ocated.”

Section 9. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW VATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - DUTI ES OF

STATE SUPERI NTENDENT. - - The state superintendent shall:

A. recommend to the state board those procedures
and rules that are necessary to fully inplenment the Education
Qpportunity Act;

B. Dbe responsible for adm nistering the program
and

C. ensure that students and parents are inforned
annual ly of the private schools participating in the program
under this section.”

Section 10. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- -

TRANSPORTATI ON. - - The parent of a participating student or the
student, if the student is not a dependent child, shall be
responsi ble for transportation of the student to and fromthe
private school ."

Section 11. A new section of the Public School Code is

. 130022. 2
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enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] EDUCATI ON OPPORTUNI TY ACT- - STANDARDS FOR

PARTI CI PATI NG PRI VATE SCHOQLS. - -

A. A private school participating in the program
shall submt annually to the departnent of education a
performance audit of the private school prepared by an
i ndependent qualified performance auditor that denonstrates
that the school meets at |east one of the follow ng
st andar ds:

(1) at least seventy percent of the students
in the program advance one grade | evel each year;

(2) the private school's average attendance
rate for the students in the programis at |east ninety
percent ;

(3) at least eighty percent of the students
in the program denonstrate significant academ c progress; or

(4) at least seventy percent of the famlies
of students in the program neet parental involvenent criteria
establ i shed by the private school.

B. The state superintendent shall nonitor the
performance of the students participating in the program |If
the state superintendent determnes in any school year that
the private school is not neeting at |east one of the
standards set forth in Subsection A of this section, that
private school may not participate in the programin the
foll owi ng school year.

C. A private school may not require a student

. 130022. 2
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attendi ng the school pursuant to the Education Opportunity
Act to participate in any religious activity if the parent or
the student, if the student is not a dependent child, submts
to the school's principal a witten request that the student
be exenpt fromthose activities.”

Section 12. Section 22-1-4 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1975,
Chapter 338, Section 1, as anended) is anmended to read:

"22-1-4. FREE PUBLI C SCHOOLS- - EXCEPTI ONS- - W THDRAW NG
AND ENRCLLI NG - OPEN ENROLLMENT. - -

A.  Except as provided by Section 24-5-2 NMSA 1978,
a free public school education shall be available to any
school -age person who is a resident of this state and has not
received a high school diplom or its equivalent.

B. A free public school education in those courses
al ready offered to persons pursuant to provisions of
Subsection A of this section shall be available to any person
who is a resident of this state and has received a high
school diploma or its equivalent if there is avail able space
in such courses.

C. Any person entitled to a free public school
educati on pursuant to the provisions of this section may
enroll or re-enroll in a public school at any tine and,
unl ess required to attend school pursuant to the Conpul sory
School Attendance Law, may wi thdraw from a public school at
any time.

D. In adopting and pronul gati ng [ regulatiens]

rul es concerning the enroll nent of students transferring from

. 130022. 2
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a hone school or private school to the public schools, the
| ocal school board shall provide that the grade |evel at
which the transferring student is placed is appropriate to
the age of the student or to the student's score on a student
achi evenent test adm nistered according to the statew de and
| ocal school district testing prograns as determ ned by the
state superintendent or both.

E. A local school board shall adopt and promrul gate
[ regutati+oens] rules governing enroll ment and re-enrol |l nent at
schools within the school district. These [regutations]

rul es shall include:

(1) definition of the school district
boundary and the boundaries of attendance areas for each

school

3] (2) priorities for enrollnent of
students as foll ows:
(a) first, persons residing within the
school district and within the attendance area of a school;
(b) second, persons who previously

attended t he school; and

. 130022. 2
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(c) third, all other applicants; and
[£4] (3) establishnent of maxi mum al | owabl e
class size if smaller than that permtted by | aw and
ratification and description of the maxi numclass size in the
charter of all charter schools within the school district.

F. As long as the maxi mum al | owabl e cl ass si ze
established by |law, by [regulatien] rule of a |ocal school
board or in the charter of a charter school, whichever is
[ower, is not nmet or exceeded in a school by enrollnent of
first-priority persons, the school shall enroll other persons
applying in the priorities stated in the school district
[ regutati+oens] rul es adopted pursuant to Subsection E of this
section. |If the maxi mum woul d be exceeded by enrol | nent of
an applicant in the second or third priority, the schoo
shall establish a waiting list. As classroom space becones
avai |l abl e, persons highest on the waiting list within the
hi ghest priority on the list shall be notified and given the
opportunity to enroll."

Section 13. Section 22-1-6 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1989,
Chapter 308, Section 1, as anended) is anended to read:

"22-1-6. ANNUAL SCHOOL DI STRI CT ACCOUNTABI LI TY REPORT
REQUI RED. - -

A. School districts [shall—be] are required to
publ i sh an annual school district accountability report to
provide district-wi de data for the previous school year. The
state board shall establish the format for the accountability

reports and ensure that the relevant data is provided

. 130022. 2
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annually to parents, students, educators, policynakers,

| egi sl ators, the governor and business and economic

devel opnent organi zations. The departnent of education shal
establish the follow ng five indices through which public
school performance shall be nmeasured and reported to school
districts:

(1) student achievenent as neasured by a
nationally normreferenced test approved by the departnent of
education or through a performance-based instrunment to
measur e proficiency;

(2) school safety;

(3) the dropout rate;

(4) attendance; and

(5) parent and conmunity invol venment.

The departnent of education shall establish the

met hodol ogy for neasuring each of the five indices.

B. Effective July 1, 1999, school districts shal
annual ly adm nister a nationally normreferenced test or a
st andar ds- based assessnent to all students enrolled in a
public school in grades three through nine. Only students
with disabilities deened i ncapable of taking the test as
determ ned on their individual educational [pregran] prograns
shall be exenmpted fromthis requirenent. [Additioenaiy]
St udent s who have been assessed as non-English or limted
English proficient using state approved | anguage assessnents
and neeting required thresholds shall be exenpted fromthis

test and provided an alternative normreferenced or

. 130022. 2
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st andar ds- based assessnent in their primry |anguage. School
districts shall report the following to the departnent of
educati on:

(1) the results of the normreferenced test
or standards-based assessment;

(2) the nunber of enrolled students who did
not take the test, the school in which they are enrolled and
the reason for the exenption fromthe test; and

(3) separately and as part of the aggregate
report, the results of assessnments of students enrolled in
speci al education class A, B, C and D prograns who took the
test and the school in which they are enrolled, except in
cases where the number of students being reported is |ess
t han ten.

C. School districts shall set two-, four- and six-
year benchmarks in each of the five indices for each public
school. Local school boards may establish additional
indices, if reviewed by the departnent of education, through
whi ch to nmeasure the school district's performance in other
ar eas.

D. The annual accountability report shall also
include the results of a survey of parents' views of the
guality of their children's school. The survey shall be
conducted each year in time to include the results in the
annual accountability report. The survey shall conpile the
results of a witten questionnaire that shall be sent hone

with the students to be given to their parents. The survey

. 130022. 2
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may be conpl eted anonynously. The survey shall be no nore
t han one page, shall be clearly and concisely witten and
shall include not nmore than twenty questions that shall be
answered with options of a sinple sliding scale ranging from
"strongly agree" to "strongly disagree"” and shall include the
opti onal response "don't know'. The survey shall also
i nclude a request for optional witten comrents, which may be
witten on the back of the questionnaire form The
questionnaire shall include questions in the follow ng areas:

(1) parent-teacher-school relationship and
contmuni cati on

(2) quality of educational and
extracurricul ar prograns;

(3) instructional practices and techni ques;

(4) resources;

(5) school personnel, including the school
principal; and

(6) parents' view of teaching staff
expectations for the students.

The state board shall devel op no nore than ten of the
qguestions, which shall be reviewed by the |egislative
education study committee prior to inplenentation. No nore
than five questions shall be devel oped by the | ocal school
board and no nore than five questions shall be devel oped by
the staffs of each individual school site; provided that at
| east half of those questions [are] shall be devel oped by

teachers rather than adm nistrators, in order to gather

. 130022. 2
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information that is specific to the particular comrunity
surveyed. The questionnaires shall indicate the public
school site and shall be tabul ated by the departnent of
education within thirty days of receipt and shall be returned
to the respective schools to be dissem nated to all parents.

E. The annual accountability report for each
school district shall be adopted by the | ocal school board,
may be published no | ater than Novenber 15 of each year and
may be published at | east once each school year in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county where the
school district is located. In publication, the report shal
be titled "The School District Report Card" and di ssem nated
in accordance with guidelines established by the state board
to ensure effective communication with parents, students,
educators, |ocal policymakers and busi ness and comunity
or gani zati ons.

F. The departnent of education shall create an
accountability data systemthrough which data from each
public school and each school district may be conpiled and
reviewed. The departnment of education shall provide the
resources to train school district personnel in the use of
the accountability data system

G The departnent of education shall verify data
subm tted by the school districts.

H. The state board shall neasure the performance
of every public school in New Mexico.

|l. Beginning with the 1999-2000 school vear's

. 130022. 2
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student and school performance data, the state board shal

identify each school as being in one of the follow ng grade

cateqgories and publish each school's grades in the schoo

district's annual school district accountability report

pur suant to Subsection A of this section:

(1) "A" for schools making excellent

progress.;

(2) "B" for schools neking above average

progr ess,

(3) "C' for schools neking satisfactory

progress.,

(4) "D' for schools making | ess than

satisfactory progress: or

(5) "F" for schools failing to make adegquate

progress.
J. School perfornance grade categories shall be

based upon a fornula established by the state board that

incl udes neasurenents of student achi evenent by a nationally

normreferenced test approved by the department of education

or _through a performance-based instrunent to neasure

proficiency, student readiness for colleqge, school safety,

dropout rates, attendance and parent or community

i nvol venent .

K. Public schools achieving the highest |evel of
performance shall be eligible for supplenental incentive

funding. Subject to the provisions of the Education

Qpportunity Act, the state board shall establish the

. 130022. 2
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corrective actions and interventions necessary for public
school s whose perfornmance |evel is |ow.

[ — , . nebusi :

L : I e ed—thi I I L doh
61 ’ . I I o I
. C hi By
Section 14. Section 22-2-2 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1967,
Chapter 16, Section 5, as anended) is anmended to read:
"22-2-2. STATE BOARD--DUTIES.--Wthout limting those
powers granted to the state board pursuant to Section 22-2-1
NMSA 1978, the state board shall performthe follow ng
duti es:

A. properly and uniformy enforce the provisions
of the Public School Code;

B. determne policy for the operation of al
public schools and vocational education prograns in the
state;

C. appoint a state superintendent;

D. purchase and loan instructional material to
students pursuant to the Instructional Mterial Law and adopt
rules relating to the use and operation of instructiona
mat eri al depositories in the instructional material
di stribution process;

E. designate courses of instruction to be taught
in all public schools in the state;

F. assess and evaluate all state institutions and

t hose private schools that desire state accreditation;

. 130022. 2
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G determine the qualifications for and issue a
certificate to any person teaching, assisting teachers,
supervi sing an instructional program counseling, providing
special instructional services or admnistering in public
school s, according to |law and according to a system of
cl assification adopted and published by the state board;

H.  suspend or revoke a certificate held by a
certified school instructor or certified schoo
adm ni strator, according to law, for inconmpetency, imorality

or [fer] any other good and just cause;

I. make full and conplete reports on consolidation
of school districts to the |egislature;

J. prescribe courses of instruction, requirenents
for graduation and standards for all public schools, for
private school s seeking state accreditation and for the
educati onal programs conducted in state institutions other

than the New Mexico military institute;

K. adopt rules for the adm nistration of al
public schools and bylaws for its own adm nistrati on;

L. require periodic reports on forns prescribed by
it fromall public schools and attendance reports from
private schools;

M authorize adult educational progranms to be
conducted in schools under its jurisdiction and adopt and
promul gate rules governing all such adult educati onal
pr ogr amns;

N. require any school under its jurisdiction that
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sponsors athletic programs involving sports to mandate that
the participating student obtain catastrophic health and
acci dent insurance coverage, such coverage to be offered

t hrough the school and issued by an insurance conpany duly
i censed pursuant to the |aws of New Mexi co;

O require all accrediting agencies for public
schools in the state to act with its approval;

P. accept and receive all grants of noney fromthe
federal governnment or any other agency for public schoo
pur poses and di sburse the noney in the manner and for the
pur pose specified in the grant;

Q require prior approval for any educati onal
programin a public school that is to be conduct ed,
sponsored, carried on or caused to be carried on by a private
organi zati on or agency;

R approve or disapprove all rules pronul gated by
any association or organization attenpting to regul ate any
public school activity and invalidate any rule in conflict
with any rule pronmul gated by the state board. The state
board shall require any association or organi zation
attenpting to regulate any public school activity to conply
with the provisions of the Open Meetings Act and be subject
to the inspection of the Public Records Act. The state board
may require performance and financial audits of any
associ ation or organi zation attenpting to regul ate any public
school activity. The state board shall have no power or

control over the rules or the byl aws governing the
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adm ni stration of the internal organi zation of the
associ ation or organi zati on;

S. review decisions made by the governing board or
officials of any organi zati on or associ ation regul ati ng any
public school activity, and any decision of the state board
shall be final in respect thereto;

T. accept or reject any charitable gift, grant,
devi se or bequest. The particular gift, grant, devise or
bequest accepted shall be considered an asset of the state;

U establish and maintain regional centers, at its
di scretion, for conducting cooperative services between
public schools and school districts within and anong those
regions and to facilitate regul ati on and eval uati on of school
pr ogr ans;

V. assess and evaluate for accreditation purposes
at | east one-third of all public schools each year through
visits by departnment of education personnel to investigate
t he adequacy of [puptH] student gain in standard required
subj ect matter, adequacy of [pupt] student activities,
functional feasibility of public school and school district
organi zati on, adequacy of staff preparation and other matters
beari ng upon the education of the students;

W provide for managenent and ot her necessary
personnel to operate any public school or school district
that has failed to neet requirenents of |law, state board
standards or state board rules; provided that the operation

of the public school or school district shall not include any
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consolidation or reorgani zation without the approval of the
| ocal board of that school district. Until such tinme as
requirenments of |aw, standards or rul es have been net and
conpliance is assured, the powers and duties of the |oca
school board shall be suspended;

X. establish and inplenent a plan that provides
for technical assistance to |ocal school boards through
wor kshops and ot her in-service training nmethods; provided,
however, that no plan shall require mandatory attendance by
any nmenber of a | ocal school board;

Y. submit a plan applying for funds avail abl e
under Public Law 94-142 and di sburse these funds in the
manner and for the purposes specified in the plan;

Z. enforce requirements for hone schools. Upon

finding that a hone school is not in conpliance with [aw, the

state board has authority to order that a student attend a

public school or a private school; [anrd]

AA. develop a systemic framework for professiona

devel opnent that provides training to ensure quality teachers

and principals and that inproves and enhances student
achi evenent. The state board shall work with public schoo
educators, the conmm ssion on higher education and
institutions of higher education to establish the franework.
The framework shall include:

(1) the criteria for school districts to
apply for professional devel opnent funds, including an

eval uati on conponent that will be used by the departnent of
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education in approving |local school district professiona
devel opnent pl ans; and

(2) gquidelines for devel opi ng extensive
pr of essi onal devel opnment activities for school districts,
i ncluding teaching strategies, curriculumnmaterials, distance
| earni ng networks and web sites to ensure that the state
board's rules pertaining to content standards and benchmarks
are used by New Mexico teachers; and

BB. determine rules and policies for the operation

of the Education Opportunity Act."
Section 15. EFFECTI VE DATE. - -

A. The effective date of Sections 1 through 11 of

this act is July 1, 2002.
B. The effective date of Sections 12 through 15 of

this act is July 1, 2000.
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