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SENATE BI LL 286
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Mary Jane Garcia

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C SCHOOLS; ESTABLI SH NG A COMPREHENSI VE
SCHOOL REFORM | NI TI ATI VE; AUTHORI ZI NG GRANTS FOR CERTAI'N
PUBLI C SCHOOLS TO | MPLEMENT SCHOOL REFORM MODEL PROGRAMS OR
SERVE AS MODEL PROGRAM DEMONSTRATI ON SI TES; PROVI DI NG PONERS
AND DUTI ES; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATl ON; DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] SHORT TI TLE. --This act may be cited as

t he " Conpr ehensi ve School Reform Act".
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] DEFINITIONS. --As used in the

Conpr ehensi ve School Reform Act:

A. "departnent” neans the state departnent of
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public educati on;

B. "fund" means the conprehensive school reform
fund; and

C. "nodel program neans a conprehensive school
ref orm nodel pursuant to the Conprehensive School Reform
Act . "

Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] COVPREHENSI VE SCHOOL REFORM | NI TI ATI VE- -

ADM NI STRATI ON. - -

A.  The departnent shall devel op and admi nister a
conprehensi ve school reforminitiative to provide grant
awards to public schools in need of inprovenent to carry out
a nodel program neeting the criteria in Subsection B of this
section and to provide grants to public schools that qualify
as denonstration sites pursuant to Subsection D of this

section.

B. A nodel program nust enploy innovative
strategi es and proven nethods for student |earning, teaching
and school managenent that are based on reliable research and
ef fective practices and have been replicated successfully in
schools with diverse characteristics. To qualify as a node
program a public school's program nmust include all of the
foll ow ng conponents:

(1) effective research-based nethods and
strat egi es;

(2) a conprehensive design incorporating al
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areas of the school environnent;

(3) professional devel oprent;

(4) neasurable goals and benchmarks;
provi ded that goals for student performance goals are tied to
the state's chall engi ng content and student perfornmance
st andar ds;

(5) support within the school fromfaculty,
adm ni strators and staff;

(6) neaningful parental and comunity
i nvol venrent in planning and i npl enmenti ng school inprovenent
activities;

(7) external technical support and
assi stance froman external school reformentity, such as a
uni versity, that has experience or expertise in conprehensive
school reform and inprovenent;

(8) evaluation strategies incorporated in a
pl an for evaluation of the school reforns and student
achi evenents; and

(9) coordination of resources to support and
sustain the school reformeffort.

C. The departnent shall determ ne annually
pursuant to Section 4 of the Conprehensive School Reform Act
t he public schools evidencing the | east anobunt of i nprovenent
and the | owest ratings and ranking order and shall designate
them as schools in need of inprovenment. Upon approval of the
departnent, such schools shall qualify for a grant of fifty

t housand dol | ars ($50,000) fromthe fund to i nplenent a nodel
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progr am
D. Any public school, regardless of its rating or
ranki ng order pursuant to Section 4 of the Conprehensive
School Reform Act, may apply to the departnment to be
desi gnated a nodel program denonstration site for the
pur poses of teaching visitors from other schools and
communities how to inplenent a nodel program The depart nment
shal | develop criteria for evaluating applications and
qual i fying public schools as denonstration sites. A public
school that qualifies as a nodel program denonstration site
may receive a grant in the amount of ten thousand dollars
($10,000) fromthe fund to inplenent the denonstration site.”
Section 4. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] COVPREHENSI VE SCHOOL REFORM

| MPLEMENTATI ON- - MEASUREMENT CRI TERI A. - -

A. The departnment shall develop a forml a,
approved by the state board, by which to neasure school
achi evenent in the areas of academ c performance. The
product of this fornmula shall take the formof a conposite
rating assigned to each public school in every school
district. Academ c performance shall be neasured by:

(1) nationally standardi zed test scores;

(2) graduation conpetency scores; and

(3) other factors deened rel evant by the
depart nent.

B. Annually, the departnment shall assign a new
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conposite rating to each public school. Schools evidencing
the lowest rating or ranking order or |east anount of
i nprovenent shall qualify for nodel programgrants fromthe
fund as provided in Section 3 of the Conprehensive Schoo
Ref orm Act . "

Section 5. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] COVPREHENSI VE SCHOOL REFORM FUND

CREATED- - APPROPRI ATI ON. - -

A.  The "conprehensive school reformfund" is
created in the state treasury. The fund shall consist of
nmoney appropriated to the fund, federal noney allocated to
the state and gifts or bequests nmade to the fund for the
pur pose of inplenenting the conprehensive school reform
initiative. Earnings frominvestment of the fund shal
accrue to the fund. Balances in the fund at the end of any

fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund.

B. Money in the conprehensive school reformfund
is appropriated to the departnment for the purpose of carrying
out the conprehensive school reforminitiative established
pursuant to the Conprehensive School Reform Act; provided
that no nore than three percent of noney appropriated or
accruing to the fund in any fiscal year shall be expended by
t he departnment for adm nistrative purposes.”

Section 6. APPROPRIATION.--Two mllion five hundred
t housand dol | ars ($2,500,000) is appropriated fromthe

general fund to the conprehensive school reformfund for
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expenditure by the state departnent of public education in

fiscal year 2000 and subsequent fiscal years to carry out the

conpr ehensi ve school reforminitiative established pursuant
to the Conprehensive School Reform Act. Any bal ance
remai ning at the end of any fiscal year shall not revert to

t he general fund.

Section 7. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public

peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i medi ately.
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