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SENATE BI LL 50
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Mary Jane Garcia

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON;  ENACTI NG THE | NDI VI DUAL SERVI CES MODEL
ACT TO AI D STUDENTS AT RI SK OF DROPPI NG OQUT OF SCHOOL; MAKI NG
AN APPROPRI ATI ON

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW NMEXI CO.
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] SHORT TITLE. --This act may be cited as

the "I ndividual Services Mdel Act"."
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] FI NDI NGS. --The |l egislature finds that:
A.  young people with poor educational backgrounds
and social difficulties require special support if they are
to acquire recogni zed vocational qualifications;

B. students at risk of dropping out of schoo
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requi re remedi al education and support for resolving problens
and conflicts rooted in the student's social environment and
in personality devel opnent;

C. the dropout rate crosses incone |ines,
transcends | anguage ability and persists across all ethnic
gr oups;

D. it is necessary to initiate |local denonstration
projects that:

(1) focus on individual students;

(2) counsel at-risk students and their

fam lies;

(3) provide for language interpretation as
necessary;

(4) schedul e conferences around parents’
j obs; and

(5) enploy professionals who are able to
coordi nate | ocal resources and provide students with
appropri ate vocati onal gui dance;

E. denonstration projects shall

(1) be student centered and desi gned so that
t he uni que needs and characteristics of the student are
consi dered; and

(2) offer guidance and support services as
appropriate to hel p students access education services as
wel |l as health and social services as may be |locally
avai |l abl e; and

F. denonstration projects shall include:
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(1) parents;

(2) post-secondary school s;

(3) wvarious social service providers;
(4) business and industry;
(5) [labor organizations; and
(6) other entities offering resources and
techni ques not entirely dependent upon the school."
Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] DEFI NI TIONS. --As used in the |Individua
Servi ces Model Act:
A.  "at risk of dropping out of school" neans a
public school student who:
(1) is unable to master his current grade
| evel ;
(2) is at least two years bel ow his grade
| evel in reading or nath;
(3) is failing two or nore courses;
(4) 1is failing one or nore sections of the
nost recent academ c skills exam
(5) is pregnant or a parent;
(6) has poor attendance or failing grades;
(7) has drug or al cohol abuse probl ens;
(8) is honeless; or
(9) islimtedin the ability to speak, read
and wite in English; and

B. "support service" neans:
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(1) services for abused or neglected

st udent s;

(2) behavioral therapy;
(3) depression or suicide prevention
servi ces;

(4) educational diagnostic services;

(5) family counseling and therapy;

(6) prevention, intervention and treatnent
servi ces for human i munodeficiency virus, acquired imune
deficiency syndrone and sexually transmtted di seases;

(7) intentional and unintentional injury
ri sk reduction services;

(8) job coaching services;

(9) language tutoring and interpreter
servi ces;

(10) nental health assessnent;

(11) nentoring;

(12) nutrition problem services;

(13) physical health assessnent;

(14) pregnancy prevention, intervention and
treat ment services;

(15) psychol ogi cal eval uation servi ces;

(16) psychol ogi cal counseling;

(17) substance abuse prevention,

i ntervention and treatnent services;

(18) tutoring; and

(19) vocational evaluation services."
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Section 4. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] SUPPORT SERVI CES- - AT- Rl SK STUDENTS- -

DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECTS. - -

A.  The departnent of education shall operate
denmonstration projects in selected areas throughout the state
to provide support services to students at risk of dropping
out of school .

B. Denonstration projects shall run until Decenber
31, 2003.

C. The departnent of education shall enter into
joint powers agreenments with governnental entities as
necessary and contract with private nonprofit corporations,
school districts or charter schools to provide support
services for students at risk of dropping out of school. The
governnmental entities and contracting entities shall recruit
students at risk of dropping out of school and provide them
support services.

D. The governnental entities may hire enpl oyees
who are not certified pursuant to the School Personnel Act to
work with students at risk of dropping out of school.

E. Students at risk of dropping out of schoo
shall be held to the graduation requirenments pursuant to
Section 22-2-8.4 NVBA 1978.

F. Contracting entities shall be eval uated by
criteria that include academ c achi evenent, retention,

student attendance and the nunber of students who pass the
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New Mexi co hi gh school conpetency exam

G Contracting entities shall maintain data
measuri ng individual behavior, including drug abuse and
pregnancy, anong students at risk of dropping out of school.

H Contracting entities shall provide or obtain
servi ces, including transportation, energency nedical,
security and support services, to address specific needs of
students at risk of dropping out of school.

I. Contracting entities shall establish for each
partici pating student an individual plan for student success,
outlining individualized objectives and servi ces needed.

J. The departnment of education shall request
funding for the Individual Services Mdel Act in its agency
budget request."”

Section 5. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] AUTHORI ZI NG WAI VERS. - - The state

superi ntendent may wai ve provisions of the Public School Code
based on individual requests submtted for individual
students participating in the Individual Services Mdel Act
program Requests for a waiver nust document why it is in
the best interest of the student to waive the provisions and
shal |l mai ntain standards of accountability conparable to
t hose established in the Public School Code."

Section 6. APPROPRIATION.--Two million dollars
(%2, 000,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to the

state department of public education for expenditure in
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fiscal years 2001 through 2003 for the purpose of funding the
provisions of the Individual Services Mdel Act. Any
unexpended or unencunbered bal ance remai ning at the end of
fiscal year 2003 shall revert to the general fund.
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