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HOUSE APPROPRI ATI ONS AND FI NANCE COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE JUDI CI ARY COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL 506

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,
2000

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO THE PUBLI C PEACE, HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE;
I NCREASI NG STAFFI NG LEVELS; UPGRADI NG THE | NVATE
CLASSI FI CATI ON SYSTEM THE CRI M NAL MANAGEMENT | NFORMATI ON
SYSTEM AND AUDI TI NG OF CONTRACTS FOR CORRECTI ONAL SERVI CES;
I NCREASI NG SALARI ES FOR CORRECTI ONAL OFFI CERS; CREATI NG A
JO NT | NTERI M LEG SLATI VE CORRECTI ONS OVERSI GHT COWM TTEE;
MAKI NG APPROPRI ATI ONS; DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. FI NDI NGS- - APPROPRI ATI ONS TO THE CORRECTI ONS
DEPARTIVENT. - -
A. The legislature finds that "The Consultants'
Report on Prison Operations in New Mexico Correctiona
Institutions”, dated January 14, 2000, is a conprehensive
work that sets forth viable solutions to problens that have

pl agued the correctional systemfor years. The report
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i ncl udes recomendati ons offered by the consultants as a
guide to inmproving corrections operations in New Mexico. The
| egi slature also finds that those recomendati ons incl ude
suggestions that should be inplenented i nmediately, nmatters
that should be studied carefully in preparation for

i mpl ementation during the 2001 | egi slative session and,
finally, system c recommendations that will evolve over the
course of several years. Therefore, the legislature finds it
i's necessary to appropriate noney for the consultants'
recommendati ons that nust be inplenmented i mediately,

i ncluding funding for an inproved inmate classification
system funding for increased efforts to reduce gang

i nfluence in correctional facilities, funding for inproved
audi ting of private vendors who provide correctional services
to the state and funding to provide salary increases for
correctional officers.

B. The legislature further finds that the
consultants' report advises the state to inmedi ately address
the possibility of renegotiating the contracts for the Lea
county and Guadal upe county facilities. The parties to the
contracts are strongly urged to heed that specific

reconmendat i on.

C. The follow ng amobunts are appropriated fromthe
general fund to the corrections departnent for expenditure in

fiscal years 2000 and 2001 for the foll ow ng purposes:
(1) fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) to

performan inmate classification study and to inpl enent
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changes to the inmate classification system

(2) sixty-six thousand six hundred dollars
($66, 600) to pay salaries and benefits for two additiona
full-tinme enpl oyees for the bureau of classification at the
central New Mexico correctional facility;

(3) four hundred eighty-six thousand two
hundred dol | ars ($486,200) to pay sal aries and benefits for
fourteen additional full-tine enployees to serve as security
threat group officers;

(4) ninety thousand seven hundred doll ars
($90,700) to provide salaries and benefits for two additional
full-time enpl oyees to serve as conpliance auditors who audit
private contracts entered into by the state for correctional
servi ces;

(5) one hundred seventy thousand three
hundred dollars ($170,300) to provide salaries and benefits
for three additional full-tine enployees to support the
crim nal managenent infornmation system and

(6) six hundred fifty-four thousand seven
hundred dol |l ars ($654, 700) to provide a sal ary upgrade for
correctional officers.

D. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance
remai ning at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the
general fund.
Section 2. CORRECTI ONS OVERSI GHT COW TTEE CREATED- -
TERM NATION. --There is created a joint interimlegislative

comm ttee that shall be known as the "corrections oversight
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conmttee". The committee shall function fromthe date of
its appointnment until the first day of Decenber prior to the
first session of the forty-seventh | egislature.

Section 3. MEMBERSHI P- - APPO NTMENT- - VACANCI ES. - -

A.  The corrections oversight commttee shall be
conposed of eight menbers. Four nenbers of the house of
representatives shall be appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives. Four nenbers of the senate shal
be appointed by the senate commttees' comrittee or, if the
senate appointnments are nmade in the interim by the president
pro tenmpore of the senate after consultation with and
agreenment of a majority of the nmenbers of the senate
conmttees' commttee.

B. Menbers shall be appointed fromeach house so
as to give the two major political parties in each house
equal representation on the corrections oversight conmttee.
The speaker of the house of representatives and the president
pro tenpore of the senate shall each appoint a co-chairman of
the committee.

C. A vacancy on the corrections oversi ght
commttee shall be filled by appointnent in the sane manner

as the original appointnent.

D. No action shall be taken by the corrections
oversight commttee if a majority of the total menbership

fromeither house on the conmmittee rejects the action.
Section 4. DUTI ES- - SUBPCENA PONER- - COOPERATI ON. - -

A. After its appointnent, the corrections
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oversi ght commttee shall hold one organizational neeting to
devel op a work plan and budget for the ensuing interim The
wor k plan and budget shall be submtted to the New Mexico
| egi sl ative council for approval.
B. Upon approval of the work plan and budget by

t he New Mexico | egislative council, the corrections oversight
conm ttee shall

(1) oversee inplenentation of the
reconmendations set forth in the January 14, 2000 docunent
entitled "The Consultants' Report on Prison Operations in New
Mexi co Correctional Institutions”;

(2) assess the feasibility of expanding
comunity corrections programm ng as a neans to reduce the
i nmat e popul ati on;

(3) nonitor other issues related to the

operation of public and private correctional facilities; and

(4) recomend | egislation or changes, if
they are found to be necessary, to the |egislature.

C. The corrections oversight conmttee shall have
the power to conduct hearings and to adm nister oaths. The
comm ttee shall have the power to subpoena, which nmay be
enforced through any district court of the state. The
subpoena power shall be used only upon approval by a majority
of conmittee nenbers, shall be related to the conmttee's
powers and duties specified in this section and shall be

within the scope of the January 14, 2000 docunent entitled
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"The Consultants' Report on Prison Operations in New Mexico
Correctional Institutions". Service of conmittee process
shal |l be nmade by any sheriff or any nenber of the New Mexico
state police and shall be served w thout cost to the

comm ttee.

D. The corrections departnent and every ot her
state agency and political subdivision of the state shall
upon request, furnish and nake available to the corrections
oversight conmttee docunents, material or information
requested by the nenbers of the committee or its staff.

Section 5. SUBCOW TTEES. - -

A.  Subconmittees shall be created only by majority
vote of all nenbers appointed to the corrections oversi ght
conmttee and with the prior approval of the New Mexico
| egislative council. A subcommittee shall be conposed of at
| east one nmenber fromthe senate and one nenber fromthe
house of representatives, and at | east one menber of the
mnority party shall be a nenber of the subcomm tt ee.

B. Al neetings and expenditures of a subconmttee
shall be approved by the full corrections oversight conmttee
i n advance of subcommi ttee neetings or expenditures, and the

approval shall be shown in the mnutes of the committee.

Section 6. REPORT.--The corrections oversight committee
shall make a report of its findings and reconmendati ons for
the consideration of the first session of the forty-fifth
| egi sl ature; the second session of the forty-fifth

| egislature; the first session of the forty-sixth
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| egi sl ature; the second session of the forty-sixth

| egislature; and the first session of the forty-seventh

| egislature. The reports and suggested | egislation shall be
made avail able to the New Mexico | egislative council on or
bef ore Decenber 15 precedi ng each session.

Section 7. STAFF.--The staff for the corrections
oversight commttee shall be provided by the |egislative
council service. The legislative council service may al so
contract for staff services for the corrections oversight
comm ttee.

Section 8. APPROPRI ATI ON. - - One hundred thousand dol | ars
(%100, 000) is appropriated fromcash bal ances of the
| egi sl ative council service to the |egislative counci
service for expenditure in fiscal years 2000 and 2001 for the
operation of and staffing of the corrections oversi ght
commttee. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance remnai ni ng
at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to cash bal ances
of the legislative council service.

Section 9. EMERGENCY.--It is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i mredi ately.
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