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The three-hundred-ninety-ninth meeting of the Legislative Council was called to order
by Representative Brian Egolf, co-chair, at 1:33 p.m. on Wednesday, January 6, 2021, by video
conference via an online platform.
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The speaker began by noting the breach of the United States Capitol, and he announced
that the State Capitol had been evacuated by the New Mexico State Police because of the large
crowd gathered outside.

2021 Session Discussion

Mr. Burciaga began by noting that no votes would be taken at the meeting. He explained
that the State Capitol will remain closed for the remainder of the 2021 legislative session to
everyone except legislators, staff and the media. Mr. Burciaga also noted that the legislature will
not be entering into a contract with the City of Santa Fe to hold meetings at the Santa Fe
Community Convention Center. He said that staff has been working closely with the Department
of Health (DOH) on COVID-19 testing for those individuals who will be entering the State
Capitol during the session, noting that the DOH recommends testing 100 percent of the
population once per week in order to contain any kind of outbreak, which translates into testing
20 percent of staff and the media each weekday. Mr. Burciaga said that emergency medical
technicians will also be on-site and may be available to help with testing. He said that while
Legislative Building Services will regularly deep clean the building, an outside vendor has been
contacted in case additional cleaning becomes necessary in the event of an outbreak. Mr.
Burciaga noted that other session preparation measures include development of an online system
for capital outlay and significant information technology upgrades.

Representative Ely discussed development of rules for the House of Representatives,
explaining that four principles guided development of the rule changes: transparency, public
participation, protection of the rights of members and the health and safety of staff and members.
He also noted that the two biggest changes to the rules since the two special sessions in 2020 are
that all committee meetings will be held via Zoom and that while members may appear in person
on the House floor, they will still need to participate by using Zoom rather than the microphones
in the chamber. Representative Ely also addressed some of the concerns laid out in a letter
written by the House minority, explaining that members are not required to be in Santa Fe and
that no limit on the number of pieces of legislation that members can introduce has been
contemplated in any proposed rule changes.



Senator Wirth explained that a working group has been developing the Senate's approach
to the session, which he noted will be modeled after the procedures used during the November
2020 special session. He indicated that floor sessions will be both in-person and fairly infrequent
during January and February, while all committees will meet via Zoom. Senator Wirth noted that
there will be no limit on the number of pieces of legislation that senators can introduce.

The speaker clarified that the House Appropriations and Finance Committee will meet in
a hybrid in-person and Zoom format.

Members of the council discussed several other aspects regarding planning of the
upcoming session, including:

» weekly testing is mandatory for staff, and while members cannot be required to be
tested, they are strongly encouraged to do so;

» an application that interfaces with the voting system in the House chambers will allow
members in that body to vote securely and remotely;

» concerns regarding the limit on the number of pieces of legislation that can be
introduced by each House member;

+ swearing in of new members will likely be remote, but the clerks may work with
members to include photos and family members at a later date;

* members participating via Zoom will be clearly identified, and Zoom operators will
be capable of renaming meeting participants;

 prioritization of bills in the Senate will be very much the same as it has been in the
past;

» proposed rule changes will be only for the first session of the Fifty-Fifth Legislature;

+ the potential availability of vaccines for prioritized individuals in Santa Fe;

» development and testing of a paperless capital outlay system;

 installation of plexiglass barriers throughout the State Capitol;

 the ability of residents in rural areas to offer public comment at standing committee
meetings both through Zoom online and phone numbers generated by Zoom,;

+ the development of protocols for positive COVID-19 tests among staff;

» the process for expert witnesses on bills, both in committee and on the floor;

» the acceptance of test results performed by entities outside of the State Capitol;

* contact tracing and notification to staff and members in the event of positive tests; and

* members' option of calling in to Zoom meetings should their internet service go
down.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
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