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T H E  S T R A T E G I C  W A T E R  
S U P P L Y A N D  B R A C K I S H  

W A T E R





Additional information is  needed
We don’t have a detailed and quantitative understanding of 
brackish water resources throughout most of NM

Water quality data from existing water supply wells are 
insufficient to thoroughly capture needed information



W e ask 
t he 
leg is la t ure 
t o  
consid er 
t he 
follow ing

1. Do we have enough information to ensure this 
deep brackish groundwater is not connected to 
shallower groundwater and/or surface waters?



W e ask 
t he 
leg is la t ure 
t o  
consid er 
t he 
follow ing

2. Do we have sufficient protections for existing 
water rights owners to ensure their water rights are 
not impacted by pumping of this deep brackish 
groundwater?



W e ask 
t he 
leg is la t ure 
t o  
consid er 
t he 
follow ing

3. Are we promising additional water now, only to 
further exacerbate our water security challenges 
down the road? 



W e ask 
t he 
leg is la t ure 
t o  
consid er 
t he 
follow ing

4. Have we appropriately considered how and 
where the concentrated waste resulting from 
treatment of this brackish water will be disposed of? 



A possib le pa t h  
forw ard ...

• Full funding of the Aquifer 
Mapping Program

• Identify w here brackish w ater 
might be used

• Investigate feasibility in those 
places specifically, including 
potential impacts  to the 
environment and overall 
economic feasibility 

• Further consideration of w hat 
the Office of the State 
Engineer’s  role in oversight of 
this  deep groundw ater 
extraction should be



W at er can’t  w ait



T H A N K S !
Tricia@nmwild.org
www.nmwild.org
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