
Air Quality and Health



Our 25th annual report

• Puts air pollution into 

everyday language

• Gives the public local information

• Focuses attention on particle pollution 

and ozone

• Gives grades to 885 of the 911 counties 

with monitors (out of 3,221 counties)

• Ranks 25 metro areas with worst 

pollution (& cleanest) for 3 pollutants.



Particle pollution is a mixture of tiny solid and 

liquid particles, sometimes called “soot.”

looks like comes from



Ozone pollution is an odorless, colorless gas that 
forms most on hot, sunny days, sometimes 
called “smog.”





Where we got the data for 2024 report

States Collect Air Pollution Data in 
2020, 2021 & 2022

EPA Reviews & Posts Data Online

Consultant Downloads the Data from EPA

We Calculate Grades & Rankings







Our Changing Climate is a Health Emergency

• Longer, hotter heat waves

• More unhealthy ozone days

• More unhealthy particle pollution

• Extreme wildfires, drought, 

storms and flooding

• Longer, stronger allergy seasons

• Spread of infectious diseases







State of the Air 2024 

Key New Mexico Findings

51%
of New Mexicans live in 

a county with at least 

one failing grade

of New Mexicans live in 

a county with at least 

three failing grades32%



Ozone
Other Ranked New Mexico Cities

# 15 Las Cruces/El Paso

# 21 Albuquerque 



Annual PM2.5.
Other Ranked New Mexico Cities

# 42 Albuquerque

# 57 Las Cruces/El Paso

Albuquerque experienced more days of unhealthy ozone and ranked as the #21 most polluted city which is worse compared to its ranking of #24 in last year’s report. 
Albuquerque experienced more days of unhealthy ozone and ranked as the #21 most polluted city which is worse compared to its ranking of #24 in last year’s report. 



Short-Term PM2.5
Other Ranked New Mexico Cities

# 34 Albuquerque

# 40 Las Cruces/El Paso



Trend Charts show progress



Recommendations to Protect Your Health

•

o

o

o

https://www.lung.org/clean-air/emergencies-and-natural-disasters
https://www.lung.org/clean-air/stand-up-for-clean-air
https://www.lung.org/clean-air/stand-up-for-clean-air


Contact Info:

JoAnna Strother

JoAnna.Strother@Lung.org 

mailto:JoAnna.Strother@Lung.org
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