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Drought Tracking in NM

• The NM Drought Monitoring Work Group 
meets monthly

• We report to the NM Drought Task Force
• Members consist of federal, state, tribal 

representatives to share drought information
• National Weather Service Albuquerque hosts 

the webinar and directed by State 
Climatologist

• Weekly contributions to US Drought Monitor



Rio Grande Basin Snow Observations

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/nm/snow/?cid=nrcseprd1433646



San Juan Basin Snow Observations

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/nm/snow/?cid=nrcseprd1433646



Pecos Basin Snow Observations

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/nm/snow/?cid=nrcseprd1433646



Water Year Precipitation by Basin
SNOTEL mountain top observations

water year to date precipitation as of June 1, 2019

Basin % of Avg
Rio Chama River 128
Upper Rio Grande 129
Sangre de Cristo Mtn Range 121
Jemez River 124
San Francisco River 101
Gila River 85
Mimbres River 84
Pecos River 120
San Juan River Headwaters 129
Animas River 138
Cimarron River 125
Zuni/Bluewater River 110
Rio Hondo 128



Water Year 
Temperatures 

Average to 
below average 
across most of 

NM 

http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/



State-wide annual temperature trends since 1895

2018 was 4th warmest year on record



http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/

Precipitation

Last 8 months (Oct to May) Last 7 months (Nov to May)
Water Year 2019



Cochiti Dam – Water Year 2019 
Precipitation

• Water Year 143% of average

actual

Current water year at 9.37” compared 
to 3.03” last year

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/



Farmington – Water Year 2019 
Precipitation

• Water Year 142% of average

actual

Current water year at 7.38” compared to 
1.17” last year

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/



Farmington – accumulation of last 2 yrs
• Oct 2017 to June 2019
• 3.51” precipitation deficit over this period

10.28”

13.79”

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/



Rainfall over the last 2-weeks

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ridge2/RFC_Precip/



US Drought Monitor

D0 Abnormally dry 21-30
D1 Moderate drought 11-20
D2 Severe drought 6-10
D3 Extreme drought 3-5
D4 Exceptional drought 0-2

DM Level Name Percentile 

Drought classification puts drought in historical perspective



Latest map



2017 at Bandelier National Monument

2019 at Bandelier 
National Monument





Last 20-months in Drought Monitor
• Currently 19% in drought (last year 99%)
• Last year 18% in D4, this year 0%
• About 9 months with D4
• Notice improvement this past spring
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http://weather.nmsu.edu/products/drought/



Sea Surface Temperature Anomalies

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_update/sstanim.shtml



Seasonal Forecast
Currently in El Niño. Greater than 50% chance it will continue 
through 2019

https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/





June outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



3-month outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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