
N EW MEXICO  
EASY EN RO LLMEN T PRO GRAM

Creating an Option to Enroll in Health Insurance through the 
Income Ta x System



A simp le  solut ion to a  persist ent  p rob lem.

Ea sy Enrollment  - Int roduct ion

Current  d a ta  est ima tes 214,0 0 0  N ew Mexica ns a re  current ly 
uninsured , a nd  113,0 0 0  p eop le  in our st a te  ha ve  a ccess to 

a fford a b le  hea lth covera g e  b ut  a re  not  sig ning  up .

Ea sy Enrollment  ca n rea ch this 
popula t ion.



Ea sy Enrollment  - The  Concep t

Ea sy Enrollment  uses the  informa t ion p rovided  on 
the  income ta x form to connect  peop le  with the  

insura nce  they qua lify for. 

With a  simple check box relea sing  releva nt  informa tion to the 
Hea lth Insura nce Excha nge (beWellNM), ta x filers will receive a n 

elig ib ility a ssessment outlining  wha t they qua lify for a nd 
informa tion on how to enroll.





Ag encies Involved

Hea lth Act ion 
N M

BeWellN M
Ta x a nd  
Revenue  

Depa rtment

Huma n Services 
Depa rtment

Fa milies USA

O ffice  of  the  
Superintendent  

of  Insura nce



Why the  income ta x system?

The income t a x system:
-Rea ches a  la rge proport ion of our ta rget  popula t ion
-About 60% of Medica id-eligible a dults, 70% of Medica id-eligible 
children, 88% of those who qua lify for discounts on the Excha nge 
-Provides most  of the da ta  needed to a ssess elig ibility:
-Income level to verify eligibility threshold
-Socia l security numbers to verify citizenship

1. O p t ions for improving  covera g e  a nd  a fforda b ility in N ew Mexico—Sta n Dorn, 
Director of  the  N a t iona l Center for Covera g e  Innova t ion a t  Fa milies USA



3 Ea sy St e p s

on the income ta x 
form to indica te 
who is uninsured  
a nd relea se 
releva nt  
informa tion to 
NMHIX

Step 1: Check 
the Box

for Excha nge 
covera ge a nd 
APTCs. If inelig ible, 
they will be 
referred to HSD or 
NMMIP. More 
informa tion ma y be 
required.

Step  2: Elig ib ility 
Assessment

into the 
appropriate 
coverage through a 
simplified process. 
For Marketplace 
coverage, NMHIX 
will open a special 
enrollment period.

Step 3: Get 
Enrolled



Addit ions to Income Ta x Form

N M Ta x a nd  Revenue  will a d d  severa l check b oxes to the  
st a nd a rd  income ta x form to a scert a in:

• Who in the  household  is uninsured
• Consent  to re lea se  re leva nt  informa t ion for those        

ma rked  uninsured
• Consent  to a utoma t ica lly enroll into no-cost  covera g e  if  

they qua lify (op t iona l)*



NMHIX receives the da ta  a nd checks elig ib ility for covera ge 
a nd APTCs

If possib ly elig ib le for Medica id , the ca se will be referred  to 
HSD

If likely elig ib le for neither, ta x filer will be referred to the New 
Mexico Medica l Insura nce Pool.

Elig ib ility Assessment



Sa mple  La ng ua g e  for Ta x Form

Plea se indica te who in your household  is currently uninsured, if 
a nyone:

Plea se use the informa tion on this form to determine elig ib ility 
for Medica id  or other no-cost /d iscounted hea lth covera ge on 
the Excha nge for a nyone ma rked a s “uninsured”

If a ny of us ma rked a s “uninsured” qua lify for no-cost  
covera ge, p lea se a utoma tica lly enroll the elig ib le 
individua l(s) into tha t  covera ge* 



Ea rly Success in Ma ryla nd

• About 60 ,60 0  ta x filers checked the box to request  
informa tion in the first  pha se

• About 9,10 0  a pplied  a nd 4,0 0 0  enrolled
⚬ 3,0 0 0  enrolled  in Medica id  a nd 1,0 0 0  in Excha nge 

covera ge (a bout  850  with APTCs)
• Numbers a re likely to be higher in coming  yea rs a fter the 

pa ndemic a nd with a ll pha ses in p la ce

Joint  Cha irma n’s Report : Imp a ct  of  Ma ryla nd  Ea sy Enrollment  Hea lth Insura nce  
Prog ra m—Ma ryla nd  Hea lth Benef it  Excha ng e



Projected  Impa ct  in N ew Mexico

• 214,0 0 0 uninsured in New Mexico
• 57,0 0 0 (27%) elig ib le for Medica id  or CHIP
• 56,0 0 0  (26%) elig ib le for d iscounts on the Excha nge
• 17% interest  a mong uninsured in Ma ryla nd

Assuming  sa me ra te  of  interest  in N M, we ca n expect  a t  
lea st  36,0 0 0  to check the  box, a nd  like ly more .



Projected  Impa ct  In N ew Mexico

Cost-effect ive

Ea sy implementa t ion, high return on 
investment

Rounds out  our efforts
Afforda bility is often our focus, but Ea sy Enrollment enga ges those 

tha t a lrea dy qua lify for a fforda ble covera ge



Endorsements in 20 20

Southwest  
Women’s La w 

Center

N ew Mexico 
Pub lic Hea lth 

Associa t ion

N M Conference  
of  Churches

Senior Cit izens' 
La w O ff ice

Center on La w 
a nd  Poverty

Luthera n 
Advoca cy 

Minist ry N M



Conclusion a nd  Q uest ions

Prima ry Sponsor: Liz Thomson

Seeking  endorsements f rom RSTP a nd  LHHS, a nd  
cont inued  b ipa rt isa n support  in the  leg isla ture .

Tha nk you!

Conta ct  Ga brie lla  Rivera  with quest ions: g a b rie lla @ hea ltha ct ionnm.org , 50 5-90 7-850 3
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