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Increased Nuclear Waste Transportation Risks Possibly Coming to 12 States
and 

How DOE is Violating New Mexico State Law by Changing the WIPP Mission



The Public Record
GAO Report on DOE planning DOE Notice of Intent to expand WIPP National Academies of Sciences 

Report to Congress



When DOE decided to build WIPP in NM, the state wisely put in place these 
legally binding limits to avoid federal overreach:

These limits are encoded into legally binding permits, laws, agreements, and Acts 

• Public Law 96-164 
• Consultation and Cooperation Agreement 

• The WIPP Land Withdrawal Act 
• Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 



Concern # 1: 
Transportation of Weapons Grade Plutonium: 

The Distance = 3,300 mile road trip
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LANL to S. Carolina

Pantex to LANL



S. Carolina to WIPP
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Each load of this new type of plutonium waste will travel from Pantex 
to Los Alamos and back, passing us twice.

What happens in Los Alamos? 
It leaves Pantex as a solid, concentrated pit, or nuclear trigger.



At LANL it is transformed into a powdered oxide, or fine-grained,
particulate form of plutonium, and returns along the same route.

Powdered oxide

Now it is not only a 
different type of
plutonium waste but 
the most dangerous 
form of plutonium, if 
released.



Office of Secure Transportation  semi tractor trailer trucks; 
somewhat reinforced and accompanied by armed guards.

Concern # 2: Type of transport vehicles 

“This troubled, covert agency”  

• High driver turnover
• Old trucks
• Poor worker morale

--and would struggle with an 
increased workload.  

https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-nuclear-couriers-20170310-story.html

“If you are in one of the 
communities along the 
route, you have something 
to worry about,” said one 
high-level Energy 
Department official, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-nuclear-couriers-20170310-story.html


WIPP takes only plutonium (TRU) WIPP can’t take concentrated
contaminated waste. plutonium in the form of a pit

Concern # 3 Change the type and form of waste
Transuranic or TRU waste is man-made and radioactive. 



Concern # 4: Property Loss
Sandia National Labs Site Remediation Study:

• Particulate plutonium almost impossible to clean up

Albuquerque Journal



Concern # 5: Health & Cancer

The Nobel Peace Prize winning International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War
states that less than one millionth of an ounce of particulate plutonium inhaled causes 
cancer 100% of the time.   



Concern # 6: Packaging Concerns







• Increased volume & number of shipments 
over the rest of the century

• Twice along New Mexico Hwys from LANL to 
Clines Corners across 12 states totaling 
3,300 miles

• Troubled transport system
• More dangerous forms of waste
• Corrosion in packaging
• Potential huge property and health 

consequences

Add them up and know your statistics:



What promises has the DOE’s planned mission broken with New Mexico?

1.    No repositories have been built in 
other states since WIPP.

2.    Volume will be expanded by more
than twice it’s currently allowed size.

3.    Under DOE’s plans, WIPP will not close in 2024 but keep 
receiving waste until at least 2080.

4. A new, more dangerous waste will be 
embedded in WIPP unless New Mexico’s Governor says No!      



• Public Law 96-164 
• Consultation and Cooperation Agreement 

• The WIPP Land Withdrawal Act 
• Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

New Mexico has the tools to protect its citizens with the following 
agreements it put in place at WIPP’s inception:
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