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WIPP’s Mission

o “Start Clean, Stay Clean” to dispose of up
to 175,564 m3 of defense transuranic
(TRU) waste — 99,537 m3as of 7/3/2021

o Safely transport waste by truck through
more than 20 states without serious
accidents or releases

o Safely remove TRU waste from DOE sites

o Safely close, decontaminate, and
decommission the WIPP site beginning in
2024 — DOE wants no disposal end date
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Other repositories are necessary
for legal and technical reasons

« WIPP 1979, 1992, 1996 laws
* Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 & 1987

e Future waste generation, as there Is no
policy to stop production

 Reduce transportation risks and costs

* No state, including New Mexico, is willing
to host the only repository



DOE Needs Bigger “Forever WIPP”
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that was generated by defense program activiies.



October 23, 2020 NMED
says to suspend new shaft
construction
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Proposed
Doubling of
WIPP’'S
Under-
ground
capacity

Figure 4: Draft Conceptual Design for Additional Waste Disposal Physical Space at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
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Source: GAO analysis of Department of Energy information. | GAO-21-48

Note: This figure does not include northern portions of the original WIPP underground area, which
were mined during DOE's research and development phase for constructing WIPP, because these
are not intended for use in transuranic waste disposal. A panel is an area in the underground area
that consists of seven rooms where waste is disposed of.
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March 2021,
DOE’s
Supplement
Analysis

for two
“replacement
panels”

Two Additional Panels
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FIGURE 2-1, PROPOSED LOCATION FOR REPLACEMENT PANELS 11 AND 12



April 20, 2021,
EPA’s letter on
new panels:
“...require prior
EPA approval....
Rulemaking
could take at
least two years.”
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1Jear Mr. Booerr:

The U8, Environmental Protection Agency andersiands thal the 108, Denariment ol Gnergy (DOLE)
anilicipates developing additional waste emplacement capacity at the Waste lsolarion Pilat Plare (8 1FF)
b replace Lwo Leshwaste panels in e current design and will likely develop new waste pancls that
contld prevcide for sufficient disposal space loe the additivial waste moes recently identitied Loe dispesal
by the Bational Buclear Scourity Administration (SNNSAT (Matona] Academy of Soiences “Review ol
the Department of Encrzy™s Plans for Thsposul of Surplus Plutoniom in the Waste Tsolarion Pilit Plaag”
020 Physical changes ol this natuie 12 the repesitory mguise prion EFA appeoval, As DOE maves
forward wirh planning sdditimal punels o inerease e physicel copacity or foelprint ol the repositors, 1
worild like to share some of EPAS expectations Tov the appreval process,

FPA" S oversight e at WIPP facuses en the lang-term pertormance of the dispesal systern. As seeh,
1300 showld, to the best of ile abilitv, submit fae EPA reviesw information that represents the anticipated
state of the repasitery &t the tme ol closurs, Given that DOE s going through proceduca] steps and
public ngoaemant relating o disposal ol additionsl waste volumes ot PP, foanpears tan D0E wall
red 1 add mulliple paiels by the time of eleswre, beyond the owo replacement pansls for cxisting waste
ax identilicd in the recent “Supplement Analvsls for the Waste Tsolation Pilel Plaot Site-Wid=
CrperatiansT [DOESRIS-0020-5 8- 1210 The paragraphs below provide somes perspective on the Apency's
process for reviswing DOE"s plans for new panels.

Uneder A0 CFR LA, DOE most give EMA prior nolice o “amy planned | changes Tonoaclivitics
ar conditiona pertaining to the disposal system that difer sigmificandly friom the mesl recent complianee
application.” ke Adminisirator derermines that te proposed chanecs ditfer significancly feom the
miist recenl compliznce applivation. suell that maditication or revocatizon cf the eerilisation may be
uprpropriate, section (4630 provides that EPA will publish a Notice of Tropased Bulermaking o the
Federal Feegister and selicit puhlic comment. TRA staff inrerpret the infarmation availahle so for oy
indicating thal new waste disposal pancls construeted i previously undevelopsd arcas Likely would
deparl sigmileenlly frem the mosl peecin somplianee applivation wod woeuld likely eguive a rulemaking.
If BP 4 sarere o omdertale o rulemaking action that requires the apportumity e ouklic notice and
coerment, EPA anticipates that the process could take at leas: twe vears, assuming DOE provides
sutficiznt, appropriate information o BFA, Clarwy on the till extent of DHIE™s plans ot the WIFE
weoild help CPA determing its path Torwans, provide for scheduling of required activities and imprave
coordinalion of avlivities with DOE,



June 23, 2021,
DOE Planned
Change notice
to NMED
showing 5 new
mains; 2 in
new shatft
PMR and 3 In
forthcoming
new panels
PMR.
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DOE & NMED should move
forward on the Permit Renewal

10-year Permit expired 12/30/2020
DOE has proposed dozens of changes
SRIC has proposed changes

The required public comment on the
draft permit has not begun

Venue to discuss past problems,
address waste management needs,
and minimize the number of future
permit modifications 0



Needed Public Participation
Many people should be involved

DOE discusses the plans for existing waste at
sites, future waste generation, surplus
plutonium, plutonium pit waste, and other
repositories

DOE follows 2020 NAS Report
recommendations, not segmented approach

NMED proceeds with the Permit Renewal

Governor/Legislature engage & provide
direction
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Contact Information

Don Hancock
Southwest Research and Information Center

PO Box 4524
Albuquerque, NM 87196-4524
(505) 262-1862

(505) 262-1864 (fax)
sricdon@earthlink.net
WWW.SrIC.0rg
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