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…is	the	systematic	dispossession	of	
indigenous	lands,	exploitation	of	cultural	
resources,	and	the	subjugation	and	
oppression	of	indigenous	peoples	to	further	
nuclear	production	of	energy	and	
proliferation	of	weapons	from	uranium	
mining,	uranium	processing,	weapons	
testing,	and	waste	storage,	resulting	in	the	
destruction	of	indigenous	cultures	and	
peoples	(a	“slow	genocide”)	and	the	
creation	of	National	Sacrifice	Zones.	

Nuclear	Colonialism	is	a	form	of	
Environmental	Racism.

NUCLEAR 
COLONIALISM

Sources: Compilation of Definition of Nuclear Colonialism from LaDuke, Churchill, and others

Map: http://nuclearactive.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020NMThreatsMap1-scaled.jpg

http://nuclearactive.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020NMThreatsMap1-scaled.jpg


Image courtesy Radiation Monitoring Project

The Nuclear Fuel Chain & Climate Change



Uranium Deposits in New Mexico, the U.S.

Image: https://www.usgs.gov/centers/cersc/science/integrated-uranium-resource-and-environmental-assessment?qt-
science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects



Map: Courtesy of NISG

Consolidated “Interim” Storage (CIS)



Map: Courtesy of NISG

Environmental Racism



What is Environmental Justice?
Environmental	justice	(EJ)	is	the	fair	treatment	and	meaningful	involvement	of	all	
people	regardless	of	race,	color,	national	origin,	or	income	with	respect	to	the	
development,	implementation	and	enforcement	of	environmental	laws,	regulations	
and	policies.	

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/learn-about-environmental-justice	

Environmental	justice	is	the	fair	treatment	and	meaningful	involvement	of	all	
people,	regardless	of	race,	color,	national	origin,	or	income,	with	respect	to	the	
development,	implementation,	and	enforcement	of	environmental	laws,	
regulations,	and	policies.		

https://www.energy.gov/lm/environmental-justice

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/learn-about-environmental-justice
https://www.energy.gov/lm/environmental-justice


What is Environmental Justice?
Environmental	Justice	at	the	New	Mexico	Environment	
Department	is	the	fair	treatment	and	meaningful	opportunities	
for	involvement	of	all	New	Mexicans	regarding	the	development	
and	enforcement	of	environmental	laws	and	regulations.	

https://www.env.nm.gov/general/environmental-justice-in-new-mexico/	

2005	NM	Environmental	Justice	Executive	Order	
https://www.env.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/10/press_rel.pdf	

https://www.env.nm.gov/general/environmental-justice-in-new-mexico/
https://www.env.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/10/press_rel.pdf


Principles of Environmental Justice
Holtec	is	in	violation	of	several	EJ	Principles:		
		
4)	Environmental	Justice	calls	for	universal	
protection	from	nuclear	testing,	extraction,	
production	and	disposal	of	toxic/hazardous	
wastes	and	poisons	and	nuclear	testing	that	
threaten	the	fundamental	right	to	clean	air,	land,	
water,	and	food.		

6)	Environmental	Justice	demands	the	cessation	
of	the	production	of	all	toxins,	hazardous	
wastes,	and	radioactive	materials,	and	that	all	
past	and	current	producers	be	held	strictly	
accountable	to	the	people	for	detoxification	and	
the	containment	at	the	point	of	production.		

8)	Environmental	Justice	affirms	the	right	of	all	
workers	to	a	safe	and	healthy	work	environment	
without	being	forced	to	choose	between	an	
unsafe	livelihood	and	unemployment.	It	also	
affirms	the	right	of	those	who	work	at	home	to	
be	free	from	environmental	hazards.		

https://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.pdf

https://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.pdf


CIS Is Environmental Injustice

“The	Eddy-Lea	Energy	Alliance	is	made	up	of	mostly	white	folks	who	have	vested	
interests	in	these	businesses.	They	are	the	same	people	who	own	hotels	in	the	
city	are	the	same	that	are	sitting	on	the	boards	that	make	these	proposals	to	
bring	these	high-level	and	low-level	waste	facilities	to	southern	New	Mexico,”	
explains	UNM	Assistant	Professor	Myrriah	Gómez,	“When	you	look	at	the	
makeup	of	Eddy	and	Lea	County,	64.8	percent	of	the	population	identify	as	
people	of	color.	Eddy	County	53.8	percent	of	the	population	identifies	as	people	
of	color.	41.5	percent	of	households	in	Lea	and	26.6	percent	in	Lea	speak	a	
language	other	than	language,	which	is	predominately	Spanish.”	

From:	http://news.unm.edu/news/the-complicated-history-of-environmental-
racism,	Article	by	Victoria	Peña-Parr	August	04,	2020

http://news.unm.edu/news/the-complicated-history-of-environmental-racism
http://news.unm.edu/news/the-complicated-history-of-environmental-racism
http://news.unm.edu/news/the-complicated-history-of-environmental-racism


Local, Regional, and National Concerns about 
High Level Radioactive Waste and CIS
• 		Permian	Basin	

• 		Karst	geology			

• 		Design	of	CIS	facilities	

• 		Impacts	to	existing	economy	

• 		Cumulative	impacts			

• 		Reprocessing	

• 		Small	Modular	Reactors	

• 		Extreme	weather	

• 		Tornados	

• 		Earthquakes	

• 		De-facto	permanent	

• 		Environmental	contamination		

• 		Overburdened	region	

• 		Majority	People	of	Color	State



Local, Regional, and National Concerns about 
High Level Radioactive Waste and CIS
• 		No	permanent	place	for	HLRW	

• 		Quality	and	Age	of	Containers	

• 		Transport	of	High	Level	Rad	Waste	(twice)	

• 		Transportation	Infrastructure	

• 		Lack	of	Emergency	Preparedness		

• 		Risk	of	Accidents	&	Costs	

• 		Health		Impacts	

• 		Risk	of	Exposure	

• 		Risk	of	Acts	of	Malice	

• 		Future	Liability	

• 		Save	at	current	sites	

• 		CIS	is	illegal,		CIS	can		

					only	exist	if	a	permanent		

					repository	is	operating.	



Principles of Nuclear Waste Policy



• Letters	from	NM	Legislators	to	NRC	

• Letter	From	NM	State	Land	Commissioner	

• Letter	from	NM	Governor	Lujan	Grisham	

• Letter	from	NM	Congressional	Delegation	

• Legal	Action	by	the	State	of	New	Mexico

NM DOES NOT Consent
Opposition from NM Elected Officials



50 New Mexico Organizations send joint letter to 
Governor Lujan-Grisham         

Community Opposition



New	Mexico		
1. 		City	of	Lake	Arthur										09/07/17	
2. 		City	of	Albuquerque							05/21/18	
3. 		City	of	Jal																										05/29/18	
4. 		Bernalillo	County												06/12/18	
5. 		Las	Cruces																								07/23/18	
6. 		Santa	Fe	County														09/25/18	
7. 		City	of	Gallup																			09/25/18	
8. 		McKinley	County													10/02/18					
9. 		City	of	Belen																					11/10/18	
10. 		Churchrock	Chapter								08/15/18																																							

_of	the	Navajo	NaNon		
11. 		Navajo	NaNon	Diné	Uranium	RemediaNon																

_Advisory	Commission					11/29/18	
12. 		All	Pueblo	Council	of	Governors		10/17/19	

Texas	
13. 		Bexar	County																				02/21/17	
14. 		San	Antonio	County								03/30/17	
15. 		Dallas	County																			04/14/17	
16. 		Midland	County															04/24/17	
17. 		Nueces	County																	02/04/15	
18. 		Denton	County								         

Community Opposition
Resolutions opposing CIS & Holtec         


