
Introduction to the Work of the Center 

Gabriel R Sanchez, Ph.D. 

Executive Director, RWJF Center for Health Policy 

Co-Director, Institute for Policy, Evaluation and Applied Research (IPEAR)  

Associate Professor of Political Science, UNM 

 

Sam Howarth, Ph.D. 

Research Assistant Professor, Department of Economics,  

Senior Fellow RWJF Center, UNM  

 



RWJF Center’s Mission 

• The RWJF Center for Health Policy has two principal aims that 

drive our strategic focus: 

• Diversification of Health Policy Research Workforce 

• PhD Fellowship Program (20 Fellows call our Center home) 

 

• High Quality Applied Research to Provide Data Driven Policy 

Recommendations  

• We engage affiliated faculty and our Fellows in this effort 
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New Mexico Research Showcase 

• We have significantly increased our engagement in 

New Mexico-focused research over the last two years, 

tackling some of the most important policy issues 

facing the state: 

• Behavioral Health/ Mental Health 

• Early Childhood Health and Education 

• Access to Insurance (Affordable Care Act) 
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THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT:  
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Sponsored by the National Institute of Health 
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New Mexico ACA Study 

+20% 

+15%  Statewide survey of Hispanic adults in New 

Mexico 

 N=600 total interviews, +/- 4.0% 

 Blended sample of cell phone, landline and 

online completes, available in English or Spanish 

 Weighted back to match full demographics of 

NM Hispanic adult population 



Ever go without insurance in last 12 months? 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Ever go without insurance in last 12 months? 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Main Reason Did Not Have Insurance 

 

1. Too hard to figure it out         35% 

2. Could not afford it           26% 

3. Turned down by insurance co.     15% 

4. Can’t get through my work         5% 

5. I don’t need it, I’m healthy   4% 



Enrolling in the NM Health Exchange 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Were you able to enroll in the exchange or not? 
(Among NM Hispanics who attempted to enroll) 

64% did not enroll  



Knowledge Levels and Messaging  

• Hispanic knowledge of the ACA and 

attitudes toward the law are mixed 

• Survey provides some insights on how to 

Market ACA to Hispanics moving forward 

 



Knowledge of Obamacare 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Level of Information and Understanding of the ACA 
among New Mexico Hispanics, July 2015 

Only 3 in 10 feel 

well-informed 

suggesting even 

more education 

outreach is needed 



Knowledge of Obamacare 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Language Preference 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Language Preference of Health Care Information 

New Mexico Hispanics, July 2015 



Most Preferred Terminology by Language  

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Communication Preferences 



Most Trusted Messengers  



Costs of Health Care Remain Critical 

To Hispanics in New Mexico 

Costs of Care is Highly Salient 



The Costs of Health Care 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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Have Increased Costs been a Financial 
Burden? 

In the past year has the amount you pay for health care… 



The Impact of Medical Expenses on Financial Security 

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 
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The Impact of Medical Expenses on Health Seeking Behavior  

Source: Latino Decisions / UNM RWJF Health Center, July 2015 n=600 

In the past twelve months, have you or another family member living in 

your household done any of the following because of costs: 

28% 
24% 

22% 

10% 

36% 36% 
40% 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

skipped a
recommended

medical test or
treatment?

not filled a
prescription?

cut pills in half or
skipped doses of

medicine because
of costs?

had problems
getting mental

health care?

put off or
postponed getting

health care you
needed?

skipped dental care
or checkups?

relied on home
remedies or over

the counter drugs
instead of going to

the doctor?



 UNM RWJF Health Center 

Some Examples of Our  

Applied Policy Work 



Landscape of Behavioral Health in Albuquerque 
(With CEPR and CRCBH for CABQ) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



Web-Based Behavioral Health Provider Tool 
(With CEPR and CRCBH for CABQ) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



Considerations for the Development of a System to Distribute Tax Revenues Earmarked 
for Behavioral Health in Bernalillo County (For Bernalillo County) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



Cost Analysis of New Mexico’s Early Childhood Programs 
(For the New Mexico Childhood Development Partnership) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



NM Home Visiting Annual Report, FY2014 
(With CEPR and CRCBH for CYFD) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



Santa Fe County in 2013: A Community Health Profile 
(For Christus St. Vincent and Santa Fe County 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



NM Behavioral Health Expert Panel White Paper 
(With CRCBH for HSD and the Behavioral Health Collaborative) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



YRRS Tool (With CEPR) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



Financing Early Care and Education: Options for South Carolina 
(For the Institute for Child Success) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



The Economic Impact of Early Care and Education in South Carolina 
(For the Institute for Child Success) 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 



Some Additional Examples of Our Recently Conducted 
Applied Policy Work 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 

• Women’s Health Inequalities in New Mexico: Challenges and Policy Options (for the 

Con Alma Foundation) 

• New Mexico Behavioral Health and Health Service Resource Guide (with CEPR and 

CRCBH) 

• The Impact of Federal Healthcare Reform on Indigent Health Care in Bernalillo County 

• Responses to P4P (Plan for Prosperity) Community Engagement Survey: Overall 

Results (for the City of Albuquerque) 

• The Economic Impact of Intensive Care Management  for High-Cost Medically Complex 

Patients: An Evaluation of New Mexico’s Care One Program 

• Using Community-Based Participatory Research to the Landscape of Early Childhood 

Education in Southwest Albuquerque (with Partnership for Community Action) 

• Indicators Report: A Statistical Resource Guide to Women and Girls in New Mexico 

(With New Mexico Women.org) 

• New Mexico Home Visiting Annual Outcomes Report 2013, (with CEPR and CRCBH for 

CYFD) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Some Additional Examples of Our Recently Conducted 
Applied Policy Work 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 

Some Additional Examples of Recently Conducted Applied 

Research Projects: 
• The Impact of the Affordable Care Act on Latino Access to Health Insurance 

• National Latino Health and Immigration Survey 

• Health Care in the Shadows 

• Harmonizing Race, Gender, Class Data for Effective Policy for Diverse Communities 

in the State of New Mexico 

• Accepted Photo Identification in Different Subgroups in the Eligible Voter Population, 

State of Texas, 2014 

• Cost of Health Care Remains a Major Issue Among Hispanics in New Mexico (NIH) 

• Results From a New Survey of Hispanics in New Mexico Provides New Insights About 

the Affordable Care Act 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some Examples of Our Applied Policy in Process 

 UNM RWJF Health Center 

• Analysis of Los Angeles’ universal preschool program  

• Economic impact of early childhood in North Carolina  

• Revenue options for early childhood in North Carolina  

• Evaluation of UNM/HSC’s health professional pipeline programs 

• WKKF-funded project to map existing data related to breastfeeding in New 

Mexico and identify data gaps 

• WKKF-funded project to better understand the distribution and use of funding 

to New Mexico’s Tribal communities 

• Additional NIH grant-related policy briefs 

• A survey of New Mexicans with children 4 years old and younger regarding 

their interface with the early care and education and health care systems and 

policy briefs related to findings 



Institute for Policy, Evaluation, and Applied 
Research (IPEAR) 

• We are affiliated with a new, major UNM initiative that 
will coordinate the research efforts of multiple Centers 
on campus: 
–  RWJF Center for Health Policy (RWJF-CHP) 
– Center for Education Policy Research (CEPR) 
– Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER) 
– Geospatial and Population Studies (GPS) 

• IPEAR intends to increase UNM’s capacity to conduct 
research that is meaningful and can inform policy in the 
state and the region.  



Contact Information 

For more information on the  

Robert Wood Johnson Center for Health Policy at UNM  

Phone: 505-277-0130 

Gabriel Sanchez: sanchezg@unm.edu 

Sam Howarth: howarth@unm.edu 

Email: center@unm.edu   

Website: http://healthpolicy.unm.edu  
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